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Burundi 
Bujumbura Government Reiterates Rejection of 
Military Intervention 


EA2901173996 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Burundian Government 
yesterday expressed its stand on the content of UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali’s letter of 16 
January 1996 addressed to the chairman of the UN 
Security Council. Here is its content with Innocent 
Sabimana: 


[Begin Sabimana recording] In its statement issued by 
the private secretariat of the prime minister, the Gov- 
ernment of Burundi reiterated that the government con- 
vention rejects, in the name of defending the national 
sovereignty, any foreign political or military interfer- 
ence in our national affairs. The Government considers 
Liat sup ort for the Government convention an essential 
balancing factor and a return to peace implies backing 
for both its instituuons and programs. 


In the same statement, the Government of Burundi reit- 
erates its clear and strong commitment to ensuring secu- 
rity for all, Burundians and foreigners — a commitment 
already made during the various visits by the UN secre- 
tary general's special envoys, the most recent one being 
that of Mrs. Sadako Ogata on 7 and 8 January 1996. 


In addition, the Government is amazed that the idea of 
military intervention in Burundi was said to be prompted 
by the fact that initial efforts have rot helped overcome 
obstacles to the return of peace and security. 


The Government of Burundi hails and gives priority 
to the sub-regional initiative already implemented in 
the form of a summit — the Cairo summit — and 
in establishing a follow-up committee composed of 
four wise men — namely, former Presidents Julius 
Nyerere, Amadou Toumani Toue, Jimmy Carter, and 
South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 


The Government of Burundi, therefore, rejects any 
military intervention in Burundi, even if it were a 
humanitanan (?watch) system as advocated by the UN. 
It describes itself as committed and determined to ensure 
security for all, including the staff and property of UN 
agencies and non-governmental organizations operating 
on its territory. [end recording] 


UNSC Urges Military Role To Prevent Burundian 
Bloodbath 


AB2901223496 Paris AFP in English 
2230 GMT 29 Jan 9% 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] United NATIONS, Jan 29 
(AFP) — The Security Council on Monday [29 January) 
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called on the UN secretary-general to develop military 
“contingency plans” to avert an ethnic bloodbath in 
Bun ndi and brandished the threat of an arms embargo 
aga ast Bujumbura. 


In a resolution adopted here unanimously, the Securiiy 
Council also warned that it might slap a travel ban on 
Burundian extremists as a possible sanction amid the 
“continuing deterioration” of the situation in the central 
African country. 


The Council called on Secretary-General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali to submit a “full report” by February 20, fleshing 
out his proposals for a UN standby force which could be 
deployed in Zaire and for UN guards who could protect 
relief workers in Burundi. 


The resolution requests the secretary-general “to con- 
sider what further steps of a preventive nature ray be 
necessary in order to avoid the situation deteriorating 
further, and to develop contingency plans as appropri- 
ate.” 


The 15-member Council resoluuon was adopted Mon- 
day over the objections of Burundi’s ambassador to 
the United Nations Nsanze Terence, who sought last- 
minute clarificaiions concerning the possible sanctions 
and again expressed firm opposition to any troop de- 
ployment. 


Congo 


Congolese Radio Draws Lessons From Niger Coup 


AB2901140596 Brazzaville Radio Nationale 
Congolaise Network in French 0700 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{Commentary by Jean-Jaures Odele] 


[FBIS Translated Text] From every point of view, the 
showdown in Niger clearly poses the thorny question 
of relations between the military and the democratic 
process in Africa. Several lessons are to be drawn from 
the overthrow of Niger President Mahamane Ousmane 
in regard to the handling, the management of democracy 
in Africa but we will concentrate on two essential points. 
The first lesson is that the military coup d'etat in Niger 
is an indication to us today that the use of military coups 
for attaining power and for conflict resolution in Africa 
is far from being a bygone practice. 


It is an established fact today in Africa that the military 
have still not embraced the democratic concept. This 
is why one can observe that they seem to have one 
foot firmly planted in the barracks, and the other on the 
politcal arena. This coup concept seems to be founded 
on baseless as well as objective justifications which 
African political leaders often seem to offer the military. 
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In fact, after losing the legislative elections in February 
1995, President Mahamane Ousmane refused to nomi- 
nate a new prime minister from the parliamentary major- 
ity. This triggered off a stiff and inexplicable showdown 
between the country’s political institutions which stuck 
obstinately to their standpoints and rigidly maintained 
the status quo. Niger’s leadership demonstrated total in- 
tolerance, lack of dialogue and, especially, an absence 
of a culture of cohabitation. 


The second lesson to be drawn is that democracy, which 
was said to be Africa’s way to salvation after the one- 
party political system, has failed. It is far from meeting 
the expectations it raised because it has been badly 
understood and assimilated. Africa is not only ailing 
from its poor economies but it is also and foremost 
ailing from its political systems and the level of cultural 
immaturity of its sons who are still incapable to being 
in tune with the trends of thei time. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Equatorial Guinea: Sao Tome’s President Ends 
Visit, Departs 

AB2901 154296 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spcnish 0600 gmt 29 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpi]) Sao Tomean President 
Miguel Trovoada paid a state visit to our country 
recently at the invitation of President Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo, head of siate and chairman of the ruling 
Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea. He was ac- 
companied by his wife and a high-ranking delegation. 
Here are the highlights of the visit: 


Upon his arrival on 25 January at Malabo International 
Airport, he was greeted by a detachment of the three 
services of the Equatorial Guinean Armed Forces, as 
well as by national, provincial, and district officials in 
Malabo. At the VIP lounge, President Trovoada stated 
that he was very satisfied with the reception accorded 
him, his wife, and the delegation accompanying him. He 
added that the reception was proof of the good relations 
of fraternity and cooperation that have always existed 
between the two peoples. 


Later, at the Palacio del Pueblo, the visiting president 
could not hide his emotion when the mayor of Malabo 
presented him with the key to the city, thus making 
him a new citizen of our capital. He then signed the 
Golden Book of the City Council, pointing out that the 
mayor's gesture testifies to the council's confidence in 
him. Late in the evening, President Mbasogo decorated 
his guest with the Great Medal of Equatorial Guinea's 
Independence at the Palacio del Pueblo in Malabo. 
[passage omitted] 


FBIS-AFR-96-020 
3 January 1996 


Still as part of President Trovoada’s visit, the head of 
state hosted a dinner in honor of his guest and his del- 
egation. It was also attended by cabinet and diplomatic 
members, representatives of international organizations, 
and other guests. At the end of the dinner, the two 
leaders made speeches, in which they highlighted vari- 
Ous aspects of the sociopolitical, cultural, historic, and 
economic realities of their respective peoples, noting 
the difficulties confronting Equatorial Guinea and Sao 
Tome in particular, and the entire African Continent 
in general. However, the two presidents expressed opt- 
mism with regard to relations between their two peoples. 
These relations, they said, will help the two countries in 
their struggle for the welfare of their two peoples and 
all Africans. They then embraced each other to materi- 
alize their commitment to the struggle for the liberation 
of the oppressed peoples. 


On 26 January, the second leg of President Trovoada’s 
visit took him to Bata, the country’s second city and 
Capital of the Littoral Province, where he was accorded a 
warm reception by the authorities and citizens. [passage 
omitted] 

President Mbasogo once again hosted a dinner in 
honor of the visiting head of state, which was also 
attended by both countries’ delegations, which earlier 
held bilateral discussions. A final document on the 
discussions was signed by the two heads of state at the 
Palacio Africa of Bata on 27 January, in the presence 
of the two delegations headed by (Guilherme Arlindo), 
Sao Tomean minister of state for negotiations and 
cooperation, and Alejandro Evuna Owono Asangono, 
Equatorial Guinean minister of state for mines. 


The final document, which was (?read) by Bato Obama 
Nsue Mangue, minister delegate for foreign affairs and 
cooperation, highlighted the most important aspects of 
the state visit and the prospects for bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries 


At the end of the visit, the two heads of state held 
a news briefing before national newsmen to answer 
questions concerning their impressions, the contents 
of their speeches, and their views on the agreements 
signed, as well as issues of sociopolitical interest for 
their respective countries. A few minutes later they 
left for the Bata Airport, where President Mbasogo 
saw his Sao Tomean counterpart and friend off after 
reviewing the guards of honor. Before hoarding his 
plane, President Trovoada was once again embraced by 
his Equatorial Guinean counterpart, which demonstrated 
the solidarity existing between them and the happine.s 
engendered by the two-day visit. 


Following President Trovoada’s departure, the head of 
state also boarded his plane which flew him hack to 
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Malabo, where he was welcomed by our country’s 
Officials, headed by Prime Minister Silvestre Siale 
Bileka. 


Rwanda 


Rwandan President Bizimungu Confers With 
Visiting PRC Official 


EA2801164896 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
0445 GMT 28 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rwandan President Pasteur 
Bizimungu last night held talks in his office with Zhi 
Pei Deng, the Chinese deputy foreign minister, who 
is on a three-day official visit to our country. Their 
discussions centered on bilateral relations. Here is the 


minister, speaking through an interpreter: 

{Begin recording} [Zhi in vernacular with superimposed 
french translation] I had detailed discussions with his 
excellency the president on bilateral relations. We are 
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extremly satisfied with the current state of our bilateral 
lies. [passage omitted] I want to convey to the Chinese 
leadership the excellent initiatives put forward by the 
president. We are convinced it is in the interests of 
the two countries’ leaders to develop relations. We are 
convinced that bilateral relations will attain a new level 
in the future. [end recording] 


Before meeting the president, the Chinese minister went 
to (Nyaharima), where he expressed the Chinese Gov- 
ernment’s strong condemnation of the 1954 genocide 
and massacres. Zhi Pei Deing stated that his visit has 
enabled him to better understand the genocide and mas- 
sacres in Rwanda. [passage omitted] 


After (Myaharima), the Chinese minister met Youth 
Minister Dr. Jacques Bihozagara at the Amahoro Sta- 
dium in Kigali. [passage omitted] Minister Zhi Pei Deng 
expressed deep regret over the destruction of the Ama- 
oro Stadium and said his country will do everything 
possible to help Rwanda rebuild it. 
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Ethiopia 
Israeli Envoy Briefs Ethiopian Foreign Minister on 
Immigrant Riot 


TA3001114196 Tel Aviv HA’ARETZ in Hebrew 
30 Jan 96 p A2 


[Report by Rali Sa’ ar) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Yesterday, Ethiopian For- 
eign Affairs Minister Seyoum Mesfin asked Avi Gra- 
not, Israel’s ambassador in Addis Ababa, for clarifica- 
tions about the violent demonstration the Ethiopian im- 
migrants staged in Jerusalem on 28 January and inc.uired 
about the reasons for it. The minister also wanted to be 
informed on the staps Prime Minister Shim’on Peres has 
taken ic deal with the situation and the social processes 
that caused the demonstration. 


According to Ambassador Granot, Minister Mesfin 
told him that “the connection between the Ethiopian 
Government and its citizens who immigrated to Israel 
does not end with their arrival there.” Granot told the 
Ethiopian minister that it is important to see the full 
picture because, as he put it, the CNN reports on the 
Ethiopian immigrants demonstration, which included 
some harsh scenes, “focused on a momentary situation 
and did not account for the full picture of the situation.” 


Al the ond of the meeting, the Ethiopian foreign minister 
expressed his ‘deep personal appreciation of Prime 
Minister Peres,” noting that “the Israeli Government is 
very friendly to the Ethiopian Government.” He added 
that he has “no doubt that the Israeli Government is 
dealing with the issue.” [passage omitted] 

After the meeting, Granot said he does not expect the 
demonstration to have a long-term effect on Israeli- 
Ethiopian relations. “The fact that it was a short and 
isolated incident is very important. Had the demonstra- 
tions continued, they would definitely have had an im- 
pact on these relations.” 


Granot further noted that although the Ethiopian oppo- 
sition media has not yet commented on the issue, “there 
is no doubt that it will seize the opportunity to lash out 
at the government in the coming days, as it had done 
before. The opposition here believes that the relations 
between the Israeli and Ethiopian Governments are too 
tight and will not miss an opportunity to attack a friendly 
country.” 
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Kenya 


Kenya’s Moi Says Opposition Alliance Not 
Licensed To Meet 


EA2901150996 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
1000 GMT 2% Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribec Exverpt] President Daniel arap Moi 
today said that the opposition alliance [the National Al- 
liance! has no grounds to demand that their meetings 
be licensed. The president pointed out that the opposi- 
tion a/liance was not a registered organization and could 
therefore not be licensed to hold meetings. 


President Moi was speaking at Talai during a tour of de- 
velopment projects in his Baringo central constituency. 


Presidcnt Moi once again told chie/s to hold weekly 
barazas [gatherings for exchange of views] where all! 
locational leaders would have a chance to address 
wananchi [the citizens]. He said that barazas were the 
appropriate forums in which wananchi could present 
their problems and receive the necessary guidance. The 
head of state said that those who do not hold barazas 
were letting down the people they are mupponed to lead. 
[passage omitted] 


President Moi once again urged Kenyans io remain 
firmly united under the ruling party, KANU [Kenya 
African National Union]. He said that the opposition 
had nothing meaningful to offer Kenyans in terms of 
development. President Moi reminded wananchi that 
development would only be realized when people speak 
with one voice. 


Kenya’s Ruling Party Urges Opposition Alliance To 
Disband 


EA2901201996 Nairobi KBC Television Network 
in English 1800 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] KANU [Kenya African 
National Union] headquarters has told the opposition 
alliance to gather courage and disband. 


In a statement from KANU Headquarters, Secretary- 
General Joseph Kamotho said following the launch of 
Muungano wa Ukombozi [Alliance for Liberation], it 
was clear that the opposition has run out of ideas and 
should disband to allow Kenyans to concentrate on their 
welfare and development. Kamotho said the opposition 
has been humming outdated rhetoric and reminded the 
opposition that Kenya is not a colesy of any state. 


He said the importation of British activists will not in 
any way change the views of patriotic Kenyans on the 
ineptit.ale of the opposition. [passage omitted] 
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Uganda 
Museveni Criticizes Sudanese Violations of 
Ugandan Territory 
MM3001114996 London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
30 Jan 96 pp 1,6 


{Interview with Us andan President Yoweri Museveni 
by Yusuf Khazim in Kampala on 28 January) 


{FBIS Translated Text] [Khazim] The Sudanese Gov- 
ernment recently circulated a videotape showing your 
forces fighting alongside Garang's forces against the 
Sudanese Army in southern Sudan. Would you care to 
comment on this accusation? 

[Museveni] Do you mean to say they were filming the 
battles? 


(Khazim] The film shows Uganda's involvement in the 
battles. 


[Museveni] How could they film the battles? Would the 
cameramaii for instance say to the other forces: “Please 
don’t shoot, we are making a film that we can use law: 
to condemn you"? 


[Khazim] Does this mean you are denying your partic- 
ipation in the fighting? 

[Museveni] Of course this is nonsense. The Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army does not need our help, since 
it is fighting in its own country. 


{Khazim] You are sometimes described as the spearhead 
of the defense of Christianity in Africa against the so- 
called attempts at Islamic expansion on the continent 
through Sudan. How do you explain that? 


[Museveni] Th‘s is definitely not true. In Uganda, we 
have a significa.t proportion of Muslims who live in 
peace, security, and harmony. You can visit them to see 
their conditions. 

The problem in Sudan, especially the civil war there, 
started in 1955, when I was in the third grade. | was a 
young boy when the war started in Sudan, and I believe 
it is purely an internal problem. 

In Sudan, there is a diverse, multicultural, and multieth- 
nic society. The current government in Khartoum has 
failed to recognize this diversity, just as it failed to pro- 
vide adequate solutions for this diverse society. 


{Khazim) In your recent speech you called for achieving 
peace in the region through dialogue and yet your 
country was the first to sever diplomatic relations with 
Sudan, which had not harmed Uganda... 

[Museveni] No, no, the Sudanese did a great deal of 
harm to Uganda. They were smuggling arms into the 
country and setting up camps to train the Kony gangs. 
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{[Khazim}] Do you mean the Lord's Resistance Army 
{LRA}? 


([Museveri] Yes. 


{(Ktaz.m] How do you think the hard-line Christian 
LRA could cooperate with the hard-line Islamic gov- 
ernment in Sudan? 


(Museveni) I simply do not believe the current Sudanese 
regime has a really hard-line Islamic tendency. Al- 
Bashir and al-Turabi are two opportunist politicians 
using Islam for political ends. I am not sure how true 
they are to their Islamic faith, but I believe that they are 
using Islam among Sudanese Muslims to stay in power. 


Opportunists do noi work only in their own neighbor- 
hood, they stir up other forces. Therefore, the (Sudanese 
Government's) support for (Joseph) Kony’: group of 
criminals is a form of opportunism. An opportunist uses 
all his energies to achieve a specific goal whatever the 
means. He will use Isiam today, Kony tomorrow, then 
tribalism or whatever. 


{[Khazim] You recently criticized President ‘Umar al- 
Bashir and said that he is buying weapons. Do you not 
believe that anyone has the right to buy weapons? 


{Museveni} Yes. We know that al-Bashir is buying 
weapons and planes, and we know where he is buying 
this equipment. We can buy the same equipment. I am 
criticizing him because they are shelling our territory 
and citizens (with planes). They come with Russian 
planes to bomb the eful inhabitants. These are 
Antcuwov planes which, apparently, are not equipped 
to drop bombs automaticaily, so they drop them (the 
bombs) from the planes like barrels and sacks of corn. 
That is why the ons nearly always miss their targets. 
Recently, some bs fell on a cassava plantation (a 
variety of rcot crop) in Moyo province in northern 
Uganda (very close to the Sudanese border). I am not 
concerned about al-Bashir buying weapons, but | am 
concerned about the Sudanese violations of our territory. 


{Khazi~ ° How do you intend to react? 


[Museves:; \l-Bashir says that he can mobilize | 
million pop.e for the militias, and I have 1 million 


people in the militias, ready to figh’. 


We will shoot their planes down. That is what we will 
do. We are now building our military institutions and 

aring antiaircraft missile defense systems, and we 
will shoot their planes down. 


[Khazim] Does this mean you are mobilizing your Army 
against Sudan? 


[Museveni] No, we are not mobilizing our Army, but 
we are building it and modernizing it. Our Army was 
mainly some forces fighting a guerrilla war. We came 
to power only 10 years ago, and we are now restoring 
the structure of our Army in order to modernize it. 
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South Africa: Report Notes Reactions to Farrakhan 
Visit 


MB2901153996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1334 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[Report by Gumisai Mutunie] 


[FBIS Transcnow Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 29 
SAPA — Louis Farrakhan, the controversial leader 
of the black American Nation of Islam, stirs strong 
emotions among Whites, not only in the United States. 


His arrival in South Africa has provoked a barrage 
of newspaper headlines ‘n the white-controlled press 
condemning the visit and President Nelson Mandela's 
meeting with the black activist. 


They allege that Farrakhan is a racist and anti-semitic 
and his presence, at the invitation of the left-leaning 
Pan-African Congress, will strain race relations in a 
country trying to overcome its apartheid past. 


Farrakhan held talks with Mancela at his private res- 
idence on Sunday and pledged his support for South 
Africa's transition. He however charged that white peo- 
ple [words indistinct] to atone for the sins of apartheid. 


Farrakhan has denied allegations of anti-semitism and 
says he in South Africa to promote reconciliation. 


You cannot be a racist “when you have no power to 
make life miserable for another human being, so you're 
not a racist when you talk black and think for the 
advantage of your own people. That's not reverse racism 
that’s a nationalism that is coming up in black people, 
which is healthy,” says Farrakhan. 


A commentary in a leading local daily however stressed: 
"We don't know what possessed President Mandela to 
agree to meet Black American Muslim leader Mr. Louis 
Farrakhan. 


"A presidential spokesman says President Mandela's 
policy is to meet anybody regardless of his religious or 
political views.” But, the paper says, “Mr. Farrakhan is 
not anybody. He is a highly controversial person whose 
views offend many people.” 


The para-military Afrikaner Weerstandsheweging 
(AWB) accuses Mandela of being anti-white. “The 
ANC refused to have anything to do with a pro-white 
American politician, yet now they are talling over 
themselves to meet an anti-white American politician,” 
said the extreme rightwing organisation in a staternent. 


The pro-white American politician ‘he statement refers 
to is non other than former Ku Kiux Klan leader, David 
Duke, who visited South Africa in 1994. 
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Mandela says he sees nothing wrong with giving 
Farrakhan an audience. “In the course of my career as 
ieader of the ANC and as president of this country | 
have accommodated a wide range of people ... not only 
people | agree with. I have met people whose views 
opposed mine.” 


Mandela says in his meeting he briefed Farrakhan that 
one of the principles his government has adopted 1s non- 
racialism and will defend that policy. 


While white sentiment has been hostile to the visit, 
there has been a good deal of sympathy in the black 
communily for Farrakhan’s message of self-reliance and 
black pride. 


“Mr. Farrakhan is greatly misjudged through the enor: 
mous power of the media in the U.S., which has be- 
stowed on him a heavy crown of Prince of Everything 
Bad,” notes one Johannesburg resident, Khaba Mkhiz 
“This is far from the truth.” 


John Qwelane, talk show radio host and editor ot 
black-owned magazine says Farrakhan 1s suffering a! 
the hands cf “white racists who are selectively quoting 
him for their own purposes calculated to cultivate hatred 
in the white community here.” 


Farrakhan’s schedule this week is expected to include 
meetings with the premier of Gauteng province Tokyo 
Sexwale, KwaZulu Natal Premier Frank Mdlalose, Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini, and Inkatha Freedom Party 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


En route to South Africa, he briefly passed through 
Zaire. His African tour is expected to see him through 
Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Gabon, Uganda and Tunisia. 


Farrakhan has already been to Libya where President 
Muammar Qadhdhafi is reported to have pledged finan- 
cial support for his movement. 


Last October, Farrakhan drew 400,000 people to the 
“One Million Man March” in Washington to highlight 
the crisis facing black American men in the United 
States. 


He was barred from entering Britain in 1994 on the 
grounds that his presence would have been an affront 
to the Jewish community. 


South Africa: Editorial on Official ‘Piggyback’ 
Ride to Cuba on U.S. Trip 


MB2601153896 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 Jan 96 p14 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sexwale-US-Cuha inci- 
dent is a political silliness that should never have hap- 
pened. Sadly, it 1s Sexwale’s silliness. Sovereign South 
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Africa has every right to choose its friends and among 
them is Cuba, in many ways correctly and because we 
might have some positive influence there. We are free 
also to join much of the world in criticising American 
policy on Cuba and to express thi. appropriately. 


But to piggyback a ride to Cuba on a US trip, which was 
Originally to include the air fare across hemispheres, is a 
parochial vanity and a violation of protocol and cummon 
sense. A right-wing anti-aid Congress dominates the 
Hill, Mr Premier. 


RSA To Intervene in Swaziland Only if Officially 
Requested 

MB3001093196 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 28 Jan 96 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Adrian Hadland] 


[Fr IS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — South Africa is 
being drawn inexorably into the current political and 
economic crisis in neighbouring Swaziland. 


As the crippling general strike in the mountain kingdom 
continues into its second eek, growing pressure is 
being put on both the South African government and 
the local labour movement to come to the assistance of 
the Swazi pro-democracy coalition. 


Jan Sithole, the sirike leader, who is the secretary- 
general of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, 
has already held discussion with COSATU [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions] and Nactu [National 
Council of Trade Unions) about mounting a trade 
blockade. Sithole said the call for union solidarity 
would come into effect if progress was not made in 
negotiations. COSATU and NACTU had also been 
requested to pressure the South African government into 
taking a more proactive position on the Swazi situation. 


Sithole and two other union leaders were arrested earlier 
this week by the Swazi authorities but were released 
within two days. 


“Any country that believes in democracy and in the 
freedom of the people should become involved in our 
Struggle.” Sithole said. 


But Albert Shabangu, the Swazi minister of labour, cau- 
tioned South Africa against getting involved in the coun- 
try’s internal crisis. “You can’t impose yourself in a 
situation like this,” he told THE SUNDAY INDEPEN- 
DENT. 


South Africa’s high commissioner in Mbabane, Walter 
Louw, said South Africa would only intervene after an 
official request from the Swaziland government. South 
Africa and Swaziland signed a treaty in 1982 allow- 
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ing South Africa to take interventionist measures in the 
interests of regional stability but that was extremely un- 
liicly to be invoked, Louw said. If things did get re- 
ally bad in Swaziland and refugees started pouring into 
South Africa and Mozambique, then the matter would 
become a regional issue requiring the involvement of 
countries in the region, he said. 


In his first comments on the strike, King Mswati Ill 
yesterdays aid the organisers were trying to overthrow 
him, SAPA reports. 


South Africa: High Unemployment Said Cause of 
Factory Massacre 


MB2901175296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1441 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[By Paisley Dodds} 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG January 
29 SAPA — South Africa's high unemployment rate 
was one factor that could have led to the massacre in 
Alberton on the East Rand on Monday morning in which 
eight job-seekers were killed and 23 injured, Centre for 
Study on Violence and Reconciliation Co—ordinator 
Tracy Vienings said. 


Vienings told SAPA the unemployment rate — a soar- 
ing 40 percent — coupled with the increasing number 
of people carrying guns, undoubtedly contributed to the 
shooting. 


"It’s the first incident that I've heard of where violence 
seemed io be directly linked to joblessness. 


"And the fact that people are carrying weapons more 
and they are so cheap and easy to get, it makes any 
fight even more deadly,” Vienings said. 


The attack occurred at the N F Die Casting Company 
where 2000 people queued all night for 200 jobs. 


Witnesses said seven men wielding AK47 rifles tried to 
jump the queue. When other job-seekers got upset by 
the pushing and shoving, the attackers opened fire. 


Vienings said she had studied similar countries in South 
America and Africa that had exhibited spates of violence 
during times of transition. 


"When you look at countries where the old regimes 
are being broken down and new regimes are being 
introduced, you often see this type of violence. 


“With the new (South African) Government, there is a 
great deal of tension surrounding the failure of delivery 
on services such as jobs, education, health care... It 
relates to the feeling thai people are powerless over their 
situations.” 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Vienings said while political violence seemed to be 
waning, research indicated violence against women and 
children had increased steadily over the last two years. 


South Africa: ANC Statement Condemns Alberton 


Killings 
MB2901162496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1400 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{Statemeni issued by the ANC in Johannesburg on 29 
January on the SAPA PR Wire Service] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Tores [as received] the cold- 
blooded murder of 8 people and injury to 23 others in 
Alrode on Monday January 29. Those responsible for 
such heinous acts must be given no place to hide, but 
must face the full force of the law. 


The ANC calls on the police and communities to join 
hands and pool resources to expose those elements in 
our society who feed on the blood of the innocent people 
of our country. 


The killings bear the hallmarks of a third force operating 
in the midst of our people. These killings are an affront 
to current national efforts to create peace in our country 
in general and KwaZulwNatal in particular. 


These killings must spur us on to redouble our efforts 
- including the holding of the forthcoming imbizo in 
KwaZulw/Natal - to isolate criminal and third force 
elements in our communities and create a climate 
conductive for peace. 


The ANC unequivocally condemns the Alrode mas- 
sacre, as we do killings in KwaZulu/Natal. We call 
on all political parties to embrace without reservation 
the current efforts by President Nelson Mandela, King 
Goodwill Zwelithini, IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
and ANC provincial leader Jacob Zuma at creating 
peace in our communities. 


Mandela’s Imbizo Move Signals ANC 
‘Reconciliation’ With IFP 

MB3001073296 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 28 Jan 96 p 8 


[Report by Sam Sole] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela's 
imbizo [Zulu gathering] initiative appears to signal a 
fundamental decision by the ANC to reconcile itself to 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the [FP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
leader, and to traditional leaders. According to a senior 
provincial ANC source, the initiative is more than mere 
jockeying for party-political gain. 

“It is an attempt to put reconciliation about at a mass 
level. An ANC victory is a hollow one based on our 
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people butchering each other. We don't want to rule 
over dead bodies. 


“People are starting to give up on KwaZulu/Natal. They 
are asking, will the ANC president and the IFP president 
allow their difference to destroy the province? Madiba 
has decided to deal with this and when he takes on an 
issue there is no stopping him. 


"So we will have a meeting where the chiefs can raise 
their issues and the king is there and can stamp his 
authority, and the president can stamp his authority and 
say ‘all right, there are problems. This is the channel 
through which they can be addressed.’ 


"Thereafter the king can hold local imbizos and begin 
to use the chiefs as instruments of peace.” 


The imbizo appears likely to grant traditional leaders 
the recognition they have long soughi from the ANC. 
In return, their allegiance to the king and, more impor- 
tantly, to the president will be required. 


Confidential discussions between the ANC and various 
KwaZuluw/Natal chiefs appear to have paved the way for 
this initiative. 

At a news conference after his meeting with King 
Goodwill Zwelithini this week, Mandela assumed a 
mantle of traditional authority by making it clear that 
it was he who was calling the imbizo and that the 
grievances of chiefs should be addressed to him and 
to central government. 


For Buthelezi, the imbizo will be an opportunity to patch 
up his differences with the King and with Mandela. 
ANC sources say the poor image of his violence-torn 
province is an embarrassment to him. 


Now hat both the ANC and the IFP want the IFP to 
return to the constitutional negouations, it appears likely 
that the imbizo and the rehabilitation of Buthelezi are 
the public expression of a private deal. 


South African Government, Labor Agree on 
Restructuring of State Assets 


MB2601201196 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in Afrikaans i800 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transiated Text] The government and organized 
labor have reached agreement on a draft framework and 
process for the restructuring of parastatals. Government 
and labor delegations were able to agree last night on 
the remaining privatization issues. The document now 
will be forwarded to the cabinet. 


Last month the government and trade unions clashed 
when it was announced that Telkom [Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation] and South African Airways were to 
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be partially privatized. It has now been proposed to the 
cabinet that trade unions and workers must be fully in- 
formed in the future about any plans to privatize or 
restructure state assets. 


South Africa: ANC Urges Truth Commission To 
Look at Political Prisoners 


MB2801170496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1218 GMT 28 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Jan 28 
SAPA — The African National Congress has urged 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to consider 
reviewing the applications of about 2,000 political 
prisoners in prisons around the country. The ANC on 
Sunday said it had knowledge of applications pending 
from at least 2,000 prisoners. These applications could 
not be finalised afics October 8, 1990, a cut-off date 
stipulated in terms of the old indemnity laws. 


The indemnity laws stipulated that political prisoners 
in respect of acts committed after this cut-off date did 
not qualify for release. It was the ANC’s view that 
the cut-off date now was December 5, 1993 and those 
applications needed to be considered. 


The previous government had applied the indemnity 
laws “in a totally unacceptable manner”. As a result, 
many applications for the release of political prisoners 
had to be refused. 


The party, however, was aware that some applications 
were not political as found by the Currin Committee. 


It stressed that every prisoner who had applied for 
amnesty and who fell within the category of a political 
prisoner should have his/her matter disposed of by the 
commission as a matter of priority. 


South Africa: PAC’s Makwetu Holds News 
Conference To Quash Rumors 


MB2801175196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1056 GMT 28 Jan 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 28 
SAPA — Pan Africanist Congress [PAC] president 
Clarence Makwetu on Saturday categorically denied 
reports that he had left the party in debt and had 
abandoned party property, including a car and a house. 


Addressing a news conference in Johannesburg, Mak- 
wetu said he had left his house in Daveyton on the East 
Rand and was now living with his family in Cape Town, 
but the party had been informed about his movement. 
He said it was difficult to own two houses. He would 
be able to manage party business both in Cape Town 
and Johannesburg, where the PAC had offices. 
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Makwetu said the PAC might be experiencing difficul- 
lies, but was still operating and was intact. He quashed 
rumours that the party was cash strapped and had closed 
down for a month. They (the party) owed it to the party 
membership, support base and the "fallen heroes”. The 
PAC was there to stay despite all the problems. The 
party was busy preparing its national conference sched- 
uled for the Easter weekend in Bloemfontein, during 
which a strategy would be developed for the 1999 gen- 
eral elections. 


Answering questions, Makwetu said the party had also 
no intention of changing its policies or principles. 
Makwetu also dismissed rumours that PAC secretary 
for finance Siphiwe Cele had submitted a letter of 
resignation to the party leadership and that he had 
received death threats. 


It had been established that the purported resignation 
letter was written on plain paper, Makwetu said. Cele 
himself had informed the party leadership that he 
had not written that letter. If Cele was the author 
of the letter he would have written it on the party 
letterhead, Makwetu added. The PAC was investigating 
the allegations. “If the culprit is found he or she will be 
dealt with accordingly,” Makwetu warned. 


Cele had never reported any death threats to the party 
leadership. Makwetu dismissed the allegations as a 
“dirty joke’. 


South Africa: PAC ‘Still Being Persecuted’ for Old 
Crimes 

MB2901164296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Pan-Africanist Congress 
[PAC] has criticized the government of national unity 
for the arrest of two former APLA [Azanian People's 
Liberation Army; military wing of the PAC] members 
in the St. James church massacre. 


The two, Thobela Mlambisa and Sichumiso Nonxlaba, 
both now members of the National Defense Force, 
appeared in the Wynberg magistrate’s court in Cape 
Town this morning. 


Speaking after the hearing, Defense Attorney Patnck 
Arendse said it was sad that the PAC, an opponent of 
apartheid, was still being persecuted. He said it was 
unacceptable that they could be hauled out of their 
respective camps for a murder that took place before 
the general election in 1994. 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
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Units To Combat Crime 


MB2901173296 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
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(Report by Patrick Bulger) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — Freedom Front 
(FF) leaders have ordered an urgent investigation into 
establishing “self protection units", according to the 
FF’s federal council. 


In a statement issued after a weekend meeting of the 
council, party chairman Pieter Mulder said the estab- 
lishment of self- protection units had to be investigated 
in the light of the "present un acceptably high level of 
crime”. 


He also said the party would continuously investigate its 
“strategy and methods” which would [words indistinct} 
to suit the circumstances in which the FF would 
pursue its primary goal of a “volkstaat under our 
own government” and the "extension of the rights and 
interests of fellow citizens both inside and outside the 
volkstaat” . 


Mulder said there were “unfortunate indications that a 
big part of the ANC’s supporters see the volkstaat as a 
return to apartheid”. 


“This perception is incorrect and it is the FF’s goal in 
negotiations to convince the ANC of this and to show 
that the volkstaat proposals would lessen conflict.” 


He said both the ANC and the FF were committed to 
reaching an agreement in principle before May 31 to be 
included in the constitutional programme. 


South Africa: CP Says Removal of Art Tries ‘To 
Humiliate’ Afrikaners 

MB2601160196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1545 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 26 SAPA — The 
removal of Afrikaner cultural treasures from Parliament 
was an African National Congress attempt to humiliate 
the Afrikaner nation, the Conservative Party [CP] said 
on Friday. 


In a statement in Pretoria CP spokesman Daan van 
der Merwe said a United Nations anti-apartheid exhi- 
bition destined to replace about 500 depictions of pre- 
vious government leaders was aimed at portraying the 
Afrikaners’ lives as those of villains. “It is ironic that 
the portrait of (former speake. Alwyn Schlebush, who 
was one of the biggest i: _ .ors of the so called power 
sharing policy, had been removed with the same ani- 
mosity.” 
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Van der Merwe said National Party [NP] members 
Eli Louw and Piet Marais had on many occasions 
assured him Afrikaner artworks would be well looked 
after. "I want to stress that the NP had let down the 
Afrikaner nation in the worst way... and had led us into 
a Situation where we are slaves of a terrorist, communist 
government.” 


He called on Afrikaners to claim back the artworks, so 
that they could be exhibited in a dignified manner. “The 
Afrik.ner is proud of its history, its past and its leaders 
and will unabatingly continue the struggle for complete 
freedom in his own fatherland.” 


South Africa: ANC Denies Report of Opposition to 
Afrikaans School 


MB2901050796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1504 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Jan 28 
SAPA — The African National Congress was not 
against Afrikaans as a medium of instruction, either at 
universities or schools, the ANC said in a statement on 
Sunday. 


The party was responding to the “deliberate and mali- 
cious misrepresentation” by an Afrikaans Sunday news- 
paper of the ANC’s position on language and education. 
“The front page report in Rapport claims ANC education 
Study group chairman Blade Nzimande said the ANC 
wanted to do away with Afrikaans schools and univer- 
Sities. This is a gross distortion both of what Nzimande 
said, and what the ANC’s position on this matter 1s,” 
the organisation said. 


"The manner in which the report was written doesn’t 
provide the context in which Nzimande's statements 
were made. Rather it appears to be yet another attempt 
by Rapport to demonise the ANC. 


“It must be stated categorically that the ANC is not 
against Afrikaans as a medium of instruction, either at 
university or school level.” 


The ANC said the reality was that there were still 
schools in predominantly Afrikaans-speaking areas. It 
was inevitable that those schools would have Afrikaans 
as the predominant medium of instruction. Similarly, at 
a university level, Afrikaans-speaking students should 
also have the benefit of instruction in their home 


language. 


"However, the ANC has problems with sentiments, like 
those expressed by University of Pretoria rector Flip 
Smit, which say that traditionally Afrikaans institutions 
must retain Afrikaans as the sole medium of instruc- 
tion. This is tantamount to using Afrikaans to exclude 
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the majority of South Africans from the country’s inst- 
tutions of education. 


“Universities have to face the reality that South Africa 
is a multi-lingual society. Because of this reality the 
ANC is of the view that Afrikaans universities, in 
particular, have to progressively become multi-lingual 
instituuons.” 


The party said these institutions needed to change 
to reflect the new realities. The transformation must 
include a change to the racial character of governing 
structures and changes to the curricula, it said. 


"In the future, Afrikaans-speaking communities will 
become an even smaller minority in relauon to other 
languages. Afrikaans universities need to adapt to that 
situation now. 


"The position of the ANC does not seek to denigrate 
or demean the Afrikaans language. Rather it seeks to 
ensure that state resources are used effectively to uphold 
the constitutional requirements that all official languages 
receive equal recognition and that all students have the 
right of instruction in the medium of their choice,” the 
Statement said. 


South Africa: Parents Reportedly Threaten Armed 
Action To Retain Schools 


MB2901103996 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 28 Jan 96 p 2 


{Report by Pieter Swart] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Heated conflicts that could 
culminate in violence are anticipated over the future 
of Afrikaans schools in Northern and Mpumalanga 
Provinces. 


Ugly scenes between parents and the ANC-aligned 
students organization, Cosas [Congress of South 
African Students Organization], in several towns in 
these provinces could just be the forerunner to more 
violent confrontations following threats and counter 
threats hurled to and fro on 27 January. 


A Cosas spokesman this week told RAPPORT that mass 
gatherings were being planned to “take over schools” in 
Mpumalanga on | February. 


At Potgtetersrus in Northern Province, tensions were 
reaching the breaking point by yesterday afternoon. 


Parents were warned that the Education Department was 
to call in police and the Defense Force to have them 
removed from the school’s grounds by court order. One 
parent told RAPPORT they “will not allow” this to 


happen. 


"We want to tell the world that we are not right- 
wingers. We are just parents who are interested in our 
children’s welfare, and we are prepared to die protecting 
our children’s rights. “This is an onslaught against our 
language, culture, and religion, and we cannot allow 
these to be taken away from us. 


“We don’t want violence, but on 29 January we will be 
armed, and if there’s no other way out, blood will flow. 
They will have to get into the schools over our dead 
bodies.” 


Daan van der Merwe, a member of the school’s execu- 
tive body, told RAPPORT there were strong indications 
that the Education Department wanted the parents re- 
moved from the school premises by court interdict. 


“The department has made it clear that it intends to get a 
court interdict, and to call the Defense Force and police 
to remove parents.” 


On the possibility of armed resistance, van der Merwe 
said: "Yes, that is unfortunately the situation. Things are 
moving in that direcuon. Our problem is that we have 
been branded racists. This is far from the truth. Just 
like in any other school, parents are representative of 
the different political groups. We have English parents 
as well. We are all standing united on this matter, 
regardless of our political affiliations. It is all about 
A, ‘kaans culture and Christian education. I believe 
our bona fides are right. We believe the department's 
decision is a political one. All our workable proposals 
are being summarily wiped off the table. The officials 
accuse us of wanting to practice apartheid. It is all 
nonsense. We are prepared to accept people of all colors 
who accept that the school 1s being run on the basis of 
an Afrikaans culture and Christian education,” van der 
Merwe said. [passage omitted] 


It would seem that all attempts at negotiations have 
deadlocked, and RAPPORT was told that acuon would 
“certainly” go ahead on | February. 


South Africa: Whites Fear ‘Subliminal Warning’ in 
Farrakhan Meeting 


MB2901124896 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 28 Jan 96 p 10 


{Editorial: "We Should Always Protect Our Own First] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] There was a time in this 
country, recent enough to be fresh in our memory 
when an arrogant and insensitive government inflicted 
great hurt on many of its citizens without so much as 
thinking twice. Within the grand oppression of apartheid 
were smalier slights, all of which served to convince 
particular groups, defined by race, religion, sex or other 
factors, that they were not cared for. 
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In many cases this led directly to the growth of paranoia 
about the future, a sense of embattlement. This in turn 
coloured the way people acted within the society and 
greatly harmed our ability as a nation to build and grow 
together, to release in tandem the extraordinary pool of 
human energy that out multifaceted population contains. 
The visit of the American activist Louis Farrakhan 
brings these recent memories to mind. The issue for 
our first democratic, legitimate and fully representative 
government should not be who is right in the argument 
about Farrakhan — those who see him as a champion 
of good cause and those who despise and fear him as a 
vicious racist. 

The issue should be whether his visit (and, especially, 
his official reception by our government), wil! cause 
hurt and fear to members of our populace. In the old 
days the Nationalists didn’t care two hoots whether 
the international rogue’s gallery they hosted in the 
pariah state would be insulting and hurtful to the 
disenfranchised majority: the new government should 
act with the precise opposite of such insensitivity. 


There is no question [words indistinct) subliminal warn- 
ing in the decision of the government to receive Far- 
rakhan. The Jewish community, in particular, believes 
that antisemitism is being lent credence in the supposed 
land of tolerance. 


It was not necessary to release these disruptive forces at 
a time when unity, cohesion and confidence are needed 
to make this the year of the RDP (Reconstruction and 
Development Program] and of victory over crime. There 
is an argument to say that a free country should allow 
controversial characters to visit it freely but that does 
not mean that official courtesies need to be extended. 


It is hoped that the Farrakhan tour will pass off with the 
minimum of fuss and can be soon forgotten, allowing us 
to get on with the real business at hand. But it is hoped, 
too, that our government will draw a lesson from this 
Saga and ensure that it is not repeated. 


South Africa: Broadcasting Authority Approves 
SABC Schedule Changes 

MB2601190496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The IBA [Independent Broad- 
casting Authority] says it is satisfied with the proposed 
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changes to the SABC’s (South African Broadcasting 
Corporation) television schedule, and the corporation 
Can go ahead with the relaunching on 4 February. 


IBA co-Chairman Sebiletso Mokone Matabane made 
the announcement after meeting an SABC delegation 
to discuss whether the SABC’s proposed changes were 
within its present licensing conditions. 


The corporation’s Ken Modise said the SABC would 
be discussing some changes to its application for the 
amendment of its existing television licenses with the 
IBA early next week. 


South African Press Review for 29 Jan 
MB2901131296 


(FBIS Report] 
SOWETAN 


Country Should Intervene in Swaziland if Deteriorates 
Further — Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
29 January in a page-i0 editorial says the national 
strike underway in Swaziland “should be of concern 
to South Africa and others in the region.” “Without 
wishing to interfere in the affairs of Swaziland, we 
believe our Government should be prepared to intervene 
to help resolve the dispute if it deteriorates even further. 
Having a politically unstable neighbour cannot be in the 
interests of South Africa or the region.” 


THE STAR 


Anglo American-Union Agreement Welcome — Last 
week's landmark agreement between Anglo American 
and unions to save 10,000 jobs in the company’s Free 
State operations and increase productivity “augurs well 
for the future of labour relations,” according to a page- 
14 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 29 January. “This agreement, founded on important 
building blocks in the new Labour Relations Bill, will 
go a long way towards fostering the much-needed spirit 
of co-operation between management and labour. May 
its centre hold.” 
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Angola 
Angola: UNITA’s Savimbi Asks Portugal for 
Impartiality 
LD2901214296 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text) Angola’s UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola) leader 
Jonas Savimbi has sent a message to the new Portuguese 
Government. In an interview with RTP, Savimbi asked 
Portugal not to favor either side in the Angolan conflict. 
Savimbi spoke to our special correspondent in Bailundo, 
Marcia Rodrigues. 


[Begin recording} (Rodrigues) Dr. Savimbi, what do you 
expect from the new leadership in Lisbon, both the new 
government and the new president? 


{Savimbi] Objectivity. Don’t think we want any fa- 
voritism, nor will that benefit the peace process. But if 
you look at it objectively, peace and stability are press- 
ing needs of the Angolan people, and also needed for 
the Angolans in their relationship with the Portuguese- 
speaking strategic space. So, whoever looks at these 
needs objectively will be a friend of the Angolans and 
a friend of peace and stability. 


I asked to speak to the president-elect and he was kind 
enough to talk to me. I felt in his voice, I felt in the 
willingness to telephone me, that he intends to do no 
more than serve Portuguese and Angolan interests. 


This has been very important, because we could have 
set out with prejudices due to the fact that they are 
socialists, perhaps they would be closer to the MPLA 
{Movement for the Popular Liberation of Angola). I did 
not get that impression. 

Objectivity on behalf of the future Portuguese president 
represents his moral strength to support all the real and 
objective steps that might take Angola to peace and 
stability. [end recording] 


Angola: UNITA Official Says U.S. Policy 
‘Increasingly Moderate’ 

MB3001075996 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Jardo Muecalia, National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] am- 
bassador to the United States, said U.S. policy toward 
UNITA is becoming increasingly moderate at a time 
when the Clinton Administration recognizes UNITA’s 
commitment to the peace process. In an interview with 
Lourenco Bento of the Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel in Bailundo yesterday, Muecalia said interna- 
tional sanctions on UNITA are no longer justified. The 
UNITA ambassador to the United States began by com- 
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menting On issues pertaining to UNITA’s 15th annual 
conference, which he described as encouraging for the 


peace process. 


[Begin recording] (Muecalia] First, | am particularly 
proud to be able to say that this conference only 
encouraged the peace process by making pertinent 
decisions that will certainly give new impetus to this 
entire process of stabilization and so help the country. 
It is also important to note that this process (words 
indistinct) obviously UNITA will [words indistinct} but, 
in general terms, it was a positive conference that 
focused on extremely important issues in the life of this 
country. 


{Bento} Mr. Ambassador: How is the UNITA [word 
indistinct} in the north? 


(Muecalia) I think that UNITA’s (?standing) is now far 
better than it was in 1993, 1994, and even the beginning 
of 1995. For a start, it has been able to develop its 
diplomatic activity and give its views on the situation in 
Angola. (Words indistinct], UNITA is no longer blamed 
for everything that goes wrong, as used to be the case 
then. Thus, this is a much more comfortable position. It 
is true at the United States bases its judgment of the 
Angolan sides on their commitment to, and participation 
in, the peace process. Thus, within this context, ' think 
that [words indistinct]. 


{Bento} Do you think, then, that the situation that caused 
the international community to impose sanctions on 
UNITA is now over? Do you not think that [words 
indistinct}? 


(Muecalia}] Of course I realize that, and it certainly will 
be part of UNITA’s diplomatic activity [words indis- 
tinct] to maintain that [words indistinct]. In addition, I 
think there is no longer any reason for [words indis- 
tinct] the international community must now help the 
two sides reach consensus (words indistinct] to make 
the process more encompassing, more open, more vast 
(words indistinct} it would be good to (?remove) these 
[words indistinct}. I believe the government's (?Rapid 
Intervention Pole) are now looking to buy more 
weapons. We regard this as rather (?strange) [words in- 
distinct} what imterests us is to [words indistinct] espe- 
Cially with regard to the movement of people and goods 
and the matter of [words indistinct]. 


[Bento] Some time ago, there was talk that our president 
might visit the United States. What is your comment on 
this? 


[Muecalia] As you know, President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos visited the United States recently [words indis- 
tinct] what I can say at this time is that a visit to Dr. 
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Savimbi in Bailundo [words indistinct} to determine an 
opportune time that will accommodate both sides. 
{Bento} His Excellency President dos Santos recently 
visited the United States. Do you think it gave the U.S. 
public and the international community at large [words 
indistinct}? 


(Muecalia} As you say, I think (?the offensive on 
Zaire Province) to some extent complicated the message 
President dos Santos wanted to convey to the US. 
Government. Be that as it may, I think the visit 
was positive to a certain extent, notably because it 
ensured that the United States became more involved. 
President Clinton talked about Angola and I think that 
{words indistinct] a very different stand in relation to 
Angola. In addition, it made the Angolan Government 
make commitments it might otherwise not have made. 
Today we have a situation where if you stick to your 
commitments the [words indistinct] in accountability. 
{end recording] 


The UNITA ambassador to the United States described 
that country’s policy toward Angola as moderate and 
vigorously aimed at peace. UNITA President Dr. Jonas 
Malheiro Savimbi is expected to visit the United States 
quite soon. Muecalia also noted that U.S. businessmen 
are intcrested in investing in Angolan business projects, 
but only once there is definitely peace in this country. 


Mozambique 


Five Maputo Port Officials Suspended After Corn 
Theft 


MB2601184896 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} As investigations into the re- 
cent theft of corn at Maputo port continue, five offi- 
cials have been suspended from their posts. Mario Di- 
mande, chairman of Mozambique Railroads’ Manage- 
ment Board, said this at a news conference in Maputo 
today. He said the quantity of corn that disappeared 
from the port is less than 600 tonnes. Dimande said the 
five officials have been suspended because they failed 
to alert management about anomalies in the unloading 
of corn. 


Mozambique: U.S. Embassy Wants Corn Theft 
Investigated 

MB2901073496 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
24 Jan% pil 

[Article by Humberto Mandlate] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The United States is increas- 
ingly annoyed about what it sees as government compla- 
cency concerning the scandal of the | 407 metric tonnes 
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of corn stolen from Maputo Harbor in December 1995 
and it is willing to maintain its firm stand on the matter. 


A source close to U.S. circles told MEDIAFAX that 
the impression is that the Mozambican Government is 
hoping the matter will eventually be forgotten. 


That source added that proof of the U.S. decision 
to remain firm is that the U.S. Embassy issued a 
communique saying corn would be supplied again only 
when plausible explanations are offered. Since then, 
a ship carrying corn that already had departed for 
Mozambique was told to go back. 


This attitude is seen as a way of exerting pressure on the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] government to 
become seriously committed to resolving this problem. 


SGS was the company that was supposed to have 
inspected the offloaded goods before 31 December 
1995. SGS General Manager Jean Francois de Saussure 
said his company had no responsibility for storing 
the corn. He added that his company is investigating 
the matter “on behalf of the Industry, Commerce, and 
Tourism Ministry,” but he noted: “Our responsibility 
is to supervise the o/!\vading of goods and issue 
remittance slips for the ¢ signees.” Saussure added that 
the SGS report had allowed the Industry, Commerce, 
and Tourism Ministry to conclude that there were 
discrepancies “between the offloaded quantities we 
reported and those reported on the remittance slips." 


The U.S. Embassy in Maputo was “deeply concerned” 
about the disappearance of such a large quantity of yel- 
low corn intended for private traders and milling com- 
panies to be sold in the open market, and with the re- 
spective revenue going to the General State Budget. In a 
subsequent communique, the U.S. Embassy warned that 
this theft might have serious implications for the food 
aid program, adding that they would be made known 
“once we know the outcome of the ongoing criminal 
investigation and other steps to identify those respon- 
sible,” in addition to the return of the stolen goods. 
The communique ended by conveying the U.S. Govern- 
ment's wishes that investigations would be successful. 


The 1,407 metric tonnes of corn arrived in Maputo 
between 9 and 27 October 1995 and were part of a 
consignment of 12,500 metric tonnes that were part of 
an overall 51,048 metric tonnes authorized by the U.S. 
Congress as aid worth approximately $13 million to be 
granted between October 1995 and January 1996. It is 
worth noting that three months have passed since the 
incident took place but neither harbor authorities nor 
the Mozambican Government have managed to conduct 
any investigative work yet that would lead to the capture 
of the real culprits and the eventual return of the stolen 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-020 
30 January 1996 


merchandise. Contacts we have had with Maputo Harbor 
workers suggest that this was no isolated instance. 
Those workers said large quantities of goods disappear 
every day, suggesting that there may be Harbor Police 
collaboration. One worker said that goods often leave 
the harbor in trucks, adding that “this is only possible 
because the police are involved. To leave the harbor, 
the driver must produce genuine cargo documents. If 
he manages to leave without producing documents, you 
can be sure the police are involved.” [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: U.S. Government Says No More 
Corn Jntil Theft Investigated 


MB2901073796 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
25 Jan 96 pl 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The U.S. Government de- 
cided last week to suspend sending 18,000 metric tonnes 
of yellow corn to Mozambique. This follows the theft 
— which we regard as scandalous — of 1,407 metn: 
tonnes of corn in Maputo Harbor in December 1995. 


As we reported yesterday, the "Doris Gunther,” the ship 
ferrying the corn to Mozmabique, has been told to go to 
Rwanda instead to help the victims of one of the worst 
tribal [words indistinct) Maputo Harbor lost 0.7 percent 
of their cargo to theft. That percentage rose to 1.4 
percent the next year and to between 10 and 11 percent 
in 1995. A press communique issued by USIS on 24 
January said: “Losses such as those recorded in recent 
USAID-financed corn consignment deliveries by the 
ships ‘Kansas Trader’ and ‘Goodpal’ are obviously so 
large that they had to involve a high degree of planning 
and organization by those involved.” The document 
adds that “on their own, new procedures will not be 
enough to discourage attempts to obtain easy profits at 
the expense of the Mozambican people, Mozambique’ s 
development budget, and the donor countries’ taxpayers. 
Those responsible must be identified and brought before 
the law.” [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Inspector Detained in Connection 
With Theft of U.S. Corn 

MB3001050996 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1800 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] An inspector employed by a 
security company, SGS, has been detained in connection 
with the theft of over 1,200 tonnes of U.S. donated 
maize from Maputo Port at the end of last year, 
reports today’s edition of the independent news sheet 
MEDIAFAX. But the man’s lawyers believe he was 
afrested not because he committed any offense, but 
because he denounced an attempt to allocate much more 
maize to one wholesaler, Armazens (name indistinct] 
than it was entitled to. SGS is the company which up 
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until December 1995 was responsible for pre-shipment 
inspection of all Mozambican imports valued at more 
than $5,000. MEDIAFAX says that the SGS inspector, 
named only as Thulani, was detained on 19 January after 
an alleged complaint against him by the national director 
of domestic trade, Luis Sitoe. Mr. Sitoe is supposed to 
have told a magistrate he had heard from certain sources 
the accusation that Thulani was one of those responsible 
for the theft of maize. He did not name his sources on 
the grounds that the information was confidential. 


Mozambique: Dhiakama Criticizes Government 
Corruption, Corn Theft 

MB2901 100896 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
26 Jan 96 p2 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following U.S. authorities’ 
view that the theft of 1,407 metric tonnes of corn 
suggested a "high degree of planning and organization 
by those involved,” Mozambique National Resistance 
{Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama has come out and 
said publicly that the Mozambique Liberation Front 
{Frelimo] government has intensified corruption and 
made it official, “including the theft of goods given by 
international donors.” 


In a communique strongly critical of the Frelimo Party, 
Dhiakama accused it of being more concerned with 
training — together with the Republic of Mozambique 
Police and the State Information and Security Service 
— and “arming groups to undermine democracy, peace, 
national reconciliation, and economic development than 
attending to the countless problems besetting our civil- 
ian society.” 


Commenting on the high cost of living, which would not 
allow most of the Mozambican population to “buy even 
1 kg of corn, 1 kg of salt, a bar of soap, and other basic 
items,” the Renamo leader noted that the “Mozambi- 
can Government and its senior officials are intensifying 
corruption and making it official, including the theft of 
goods donated by the international community and in- 
tended for free distribution to the Mozambican people.” 
He added that this is happening “in all of the country’s 
provinces.” 


This state of affairs allowed Dhlakama to conclude “that 
there government in this country.” The Renamo 
lead ad the Frelimo Party of behaving as though 
"int w ‘© owner of the country. Its armed forces 
attack, kill, detain, torture, and behave as they please 
without any consideration for the nights of our citizens.” 


[passage omitted] 
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Mozambique: Editorial Discusses US. Governmeni 
Aid Suspension 

MB2901114596 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 

26 Jan 96 pS 


(FBIS Translated Text] It did not take long before 
consequences were felt. Through USAID, the U'S. 
Government decided to suspend all commercial food 
aid to Mozambique. The drastic decision was due to the 
embezzlement (desvio} of thousands of metric tons of 
yellow cor:. from the port of Maputo in December 1995. 


The corn, estimated by the United States to be 2,000 
metric tons (instead of 1,400 metric tons as reported 
locally), disappeared “mysteriously” from the port's 
warehouses. It was part of a larger consignment of U.S. 
supplies to Mozambique. 


The theft of corn, about which a great deal has been 
written, was reported to the relevant authorities, includ- 
ing the Criminal Investigation Police, but so far it has 
neither been possible to catch the culprits nor does it 
seem likely that the Mozambican Government wil! be 
compensated for the losses in the immediate future. 


This is a serious problem, so much so that the U.S. 
Government has decided to suspend further supplies 
of commercial food aid to Mozambique. Undoubtedly, 
it is a harsh decision for the country, and society in 
particular, since the latter was to benefit from the goods. 


The supplier's decis’ oui was so drastic that it ordered an- 
other consignment of 18,000 metric tons of corn, sched- 
uled to arrive in Maputo early in February, “diverted” 
to Rwanda. Of that amount, 10,500 metric tons was for 
Maputo and the remaining 7,500 metric tons for So- 
fala's port of Beira. 


As one can see from that decision alone, immediately 
the residents from the southern and central parts of the 
country have been left without many tons of foodstuffs. 


Both the stolen corn and the corn “diverted” to Rwanda 
(18,000 metric tons) were the “stock” [preceding word 
in English} required for local consumption until early 
May, when the current crop is scheduled to be harvested. 


As a direct result of that situation, there will be a 
shortage of corn until the next harvest begins. There 
could certainly be an increase in prices in view of the 
great demand. 


We are undoubtedly facing a critical situation for 
which we are solely responsible. It has become almost 
a habit not to charge those responsible for many 
abnormalities in the management of public affairs, even 
if commissions of inquiry are appointed to find out who 
is at fault. 
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It is a type of management that is sull noi up to the 
expected standards. We all acknowledge that there are 
thefts, fraud, and rampant abuses, but the culprits have 
no face or name. It is society that pays, and at what a 
price! 

It seems that the United States is not the only counuy 
when it Comes to this quesuon of supplying foodstuffs 
for commercial purposes Other donors are senously 
considering the possibility of reviewing their policies 
because a large part of food aid generously sent to our 
country has been diverted. 


In view of this situation, which does not attest to the 
good (?) name of Mozambique among international 
partners, the time has come to think things over with 
a view to reinstating the dignity and respect that we al! 
— the government in the first place — deserve! 


A review of the U.S. decision on this issue depends 
on what we can do to prove how serious we are, and 
particularly what we want to be today, tomorrow, and 
forever. The fault is ours, enurely ours' 


Mozambique: Correspondent Reacts to U.S. 
Ambassador’s Letter 

MB2901100796 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
23 Jan 96 p2 


[Letter to the editor by correspondent Joseph Hanlon] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ambassador Dennis Jett con- 
fuses a number of issues. At no time has anyone sug- 
gested that he is capable of restricting my right of ex- 
pressing views and publishing articles. And I have never 
quesuoned the right of anyone, including Ambassador 
Jett’s, to refuse to give [words indistinct] embassy staff 
are prevented from using their right of expression (as 
stated in the U.S. and Mozambican Constitutions). A 
total ban like this ts a limitation on the flow of infor- 
mation. 


From my own vast experience, I know that the U.S. 
Government is proud of a tradition of openness, | 
nave interviewed many U.S. Government officials either 
personally or over the phone, and I know they do not 
need previous authorization to talk. It is sad to nouce 
that that does not apply to U.S. Embassy officials in 
Maputo, where correspondents need permission from 
Ambassador Jett, the guardian of the temple, or USIS. 


One point has not been clarified yet. Jett insists on 
his right to ban his staff from “expressing official US 
Government views during working hours.” At least a 
number of USAID staff members regard that ban in 4 
wider context and feel that they cannot talk to me at 
any time. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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I have sent a fax to Mr. Jett asking him to assure me 
that USAID and embassy staff are free to talk to me 
outside working hours, but so far he has not replied. 
Since he does not want to talk to me, maybe he will tell 
MEDIAFAX. 


Joseph Hanlon 


Mozambique: Interior Minister, Dhilakama Trade 
Charges on ‘Chimwenje’ 

MB2901 100996 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
23 Jan 96 p2 


(FBIS Translated Exc tpt] The “Chimwenje" ["little 
light" Zimbabwean dissidents] case has become a tuz- 
of-war between Mozambique National Resistance [Re- 
namo] leader Afonso Dhlakama and Interior Minister 
Manuel Antonio, with the two men exchanging accusa- 
tions through the media. 


While Interior Minister Antonio says it is the police's 
duty to run out the so-called “Chimwenje" and al- 
leges they are given protection by Renamo, Dhlakama 
again reiterated that the "Chimwenje” are a creation of 
the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party. He 
added that if it is proven that there is a foreign force 
at work in Mozambican territory, it is the duty of the 
Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, FADM, and not 
the police, to deal with the matter. 


Meanwhile, more moderate and impartial voices de- 
scribe it as a political problem for which a political 
solution must be sought through dialogue. 


Minister Antonio already has promised to use police to 
“break up” the so—called “Chimwenje" and at least one- 
third of the special police force operating on National 
Route One in Maputo Province will be sent to the central 
region. [passage omitted] 


The Renamo leader also described as strange the fact 
that the government has never officially reported to the 
whole country “through the Assembly of the Republic 
the presence of foreign forces that came in and settled 
illegally in our country.” [passage omitted] 


One curious aside is that the "“Chimwenje” issue is 
attracting a great deal of press attention at a time when 
Zimbabwe's presidential elections are about to happen. 
The same thing happened when that country last held 
legislative elections. 
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Mozambique: UD Leader Says ‘Chimwenjc’ 
Frelimo Setup 

MB2901073296 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
22 Jan 96 pl 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Antonio Palange, Democratic 
Union [Palmo, Panade, and Panamo; UD] leader and 
Assembly of the Republic deputy chairman, has said 
he does not believe the so-called "“Chimwenje" — 
allegedly a group of Zimbabwean dissidents seeking to 
overthrow President Robert Mugabe's government — 
are in Mozambique thanks to the support and protection 
they get from the Mozambique National Resistance 
[Renamo]. Palange added: "Renamo does not stand to 


gain anything by it.” 


In an interview with IMPARCIAL, the UD leader 
was very critical of the Mozambique Liberation Front 
[Frelimo] Party's stance. He went so far as to say 
that recent reports of armed “Chimwenje" attacks in 
central Mozambique “are an extension of the Frelimo 
Party’s ploys to discredit Renamo and make people 
believe that Renamo wants neither peace nor national 
reconciliation.” 


Palange said Frelimo is sufficiently Machiavellian “to 
create a scenario that ensures Renamo gets the blame,” 
to the extent “that members are infiltrated to say they 
are ‘Chimwenje."" He did not reject the possibility that 
the alleged "Chimwenje" presented to the public and the 
media actually trained for those parts in Mozambique or 
Zimbabwe. 


The UD leader expressed support for Renamo Assem- 
bly bench leader Raul Domingos’ view that Frelimo is 
trying to convey the impression of widespread armed 
instability so it can deploy special police forces through- 
out the country. 


Palange demandeu an independent investigation to as- 
certain the nature and aims of the alleged Zimbabwean 
dissidents. 


The UD leader also accused Frelimo hardliners of being 
behind “the spreading of the most recent lies because 
they never agreed with the General Peace Accord.” 


He said that until there is evidence to the contrary he 
will continue to believe that the “Chimwenje"-Renamo 
story was fabricated by Frelimo. 


Palange also criticized the way NOTICIAS — widely 
seen as the Frelimo Party's mouthpiece — has reported 
the matter. He said: "NOTICIAS is playing a dirty 
game, and it has no culture of trying to keep the public 
accurately informed.” The UD leader made it clear that 
he will ask for clear evidence from the government 


is report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination] 
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when the matter is taken up in the Assembly at its next 
session, scheduled to begin in early February. 


"The people want to live in peace. We should not be 
playing with sucl. serious matters,” the deputy Assembly 
chairman said. [rassage omitted) 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: SFTU Leiter Accuses Government of 
‘Dictatorship’ 

MB2901103896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in Englich 29 Jan 96 p4 


(Report by Sifiso Cele} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Mbabane — Government has 
been accused of dictatorship of the highest order by the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 


The organisation described this as unacceptable, in a 
letter delivered to the Prime Minister, Prince Mbilini 
on Friday before the organisation addressed a press 
conference. The letter signed by the SFTU general 
secretary, Jan Sithole, accused the government of using 
underhand methods in dealing with labour matters 
against SFTU, which are contrary to qualities expected 
of negotiation teams. 


He said the state successfully displayed failure in 
providing a conducive climate for negotiations by: 


— serving the negotiation party (SFTU) court interdicts 
while negotiations are going on, 


— canvassing and making extra-ordinary gazettes re- 
straining the negotiating party from meeting with their 
constituencies, 

— criminalizing everyone who contributes to a resolu- 
tion contrary to the wishes of government in their meet- 
ings, 

— afresting leaders and negotiators of the party you are 
negotiating with, and further demanding that they elect 
another team for you to negotiate with. 

— withdrawing the charges at your own convenience 
and at the other party's inconvenience. 

“This is dictatorship at its highest degree..SFTU your 
Excellency, does believe that a negotiated solution 
usually provides a long term solution to most problems 
and some level of satisfaction to the negotiated parties,” 
said Sithole. 

He said this can only come about when there is; 

— mutual trust among the negotiation parties, 

— commitment to reaching a settlement. 


FBIS-AFR-96-020 
3 January 1996 


— willingness to compromise and accept other pecple’s 
view points even if they differ with your own, 


— the right mandate to respond and make decisions that 
would bind one’s constituency, 


— the culture of honouring an agreement once signed 
and agreed to, good faith bargaining. 


"The above are qualities expected of negotiation teams 
and this has been a very scarce commodity from 
the government negotiation teams, particularly at the 
political level and not at the technical level. 


"Of late your Excellency, we are finding it very hard 
to assemble since your police officers disperse any 
gathering they find. This, unless immediately corrected, 
will create a wedge for the negotiations. This also 
includes banning of SFTU on the electronic media. 


Demands 20 and 21 which are the Economic Forum and 
the Constitutional Forum are political and the desire of 
the union, is popular participation or peaceful political 
dispensation, which would not be practicable as long as 
the state of emergency is still in place. (Remember we 
don’t mean a Vusela [consultative committee} type). 


“And immediate imposition of the Bill of Rights. Ac- 
cording to government structures, any team representing 
them in this topic (revocation of I.R [Industrial Rela- 
tions} Bill 1995), would need an express mandate to 
address this topic to the satisfaction of the union. 


"Invoking in its entirety the tripartite protocol, also 
needs a mandate above the ordinary and we would need 
guarantees that this exists before we set up table,” said 
the organization's secretary general. 


Mr Sithole then highlighted their challenge to the 
system of government and said, looking at the time 
and resources wasted, workers attributed government's 
failure to deliver to the system of government. [sentence 
as published] 


He said Tinkhundla [traditional community councils} 
needs a review by the population, saying this too can 
only be done successfully with the repeal of the state 
of emergency and immediate restoration of the Bill of 
Rights to enable popular participation. 


SFTU’s Sithole Warns of International Sanctions 
on Swaziland 

MB2901173096 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 29 Jan 96 p6 

[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Sanctions might be imposed in 
the country if the King’s Decree of 1973, which bans 
political parties 1s not revoked. 


48 report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-620 
39 January 1996 


This was said by Secretary General of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU), Mr Jan Sithole 
during a press conference on Saturday [27 January] 
aiternoon a\ The New George Hotel in Manzini. 


He stated that the workers’ mass stay-away which enters 
its eighth day today will continue until the decree is 
revoked to pave way for the resumption of negotiations. 


This was after the executive met with a committee of 
businessmen regarding their plight following the mass 
Stay-away. 


Mr Sithole said if the decree is not revoked, SFTU 
will appeal for the imposition of sanctions from the 
international community. 


He said the decree has deprived citizens of the country 
of basic human liberties such as freedom of association. 


The SFTU chief said the union has constant communi- 
cation with the Confederation of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) since the mass stayaway started. 


Mr Sithole revealed that the union stand — that of the 
revocation of the King’s Decree of 1973 — was clearly 
explained to the committee representing the business 
fraternity. 


He said, having met with other civic groups, it was 
agreed that the revocation of the decree will accord the 
nation the basic liberties they deserve. 


Mr Sithole said the committee instituted by the joint 
Houses of Parliament stated that they have only been 
mandated to persuade the union to resume negotiations 
hence they cannot compromise with the demand of 
revoking the decree to pave way for resumption of 
negotiations with government. 


“We can only resume negotiations after an instrument 
revoking the King’s Decree of 1973, has been issued,” 
Mr Sithole said. 


He said the union executives cannot freely resume ne- 
gotiations because of the unhealthy political atmosphere 
of the state of emergency. 


Mr Sithole stated that the Tinkhundla system of gov- 
ernmcat has failed to accord the nation the status they 
deserve and recognise basic human liberties. He equated 
the system to that of dictatorship. 
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Swazi Union Official: Strike Suspended ‘Pending 
Talks’ 

MB2901180596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1727 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{By Jonathon Rees} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] MBABANE Jan 29 SAPA — 
A national stayaway that crippled Swaziland /or a week 
was on Monday night suspended pending talks with the 
government, a senior union official said. 


"The general council has recommended the immediate 
suspension of the mass stayaway to allow meaningful 
and creative negotiations between government and the 
executive of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions,” 
SFTU Assistant General-Secretary Jabulani Nxumalo 
told SAPA. 


He said sugar and timber employees, whose industries 
are the mainstay of Swaziland’s economy, would return 
to work on Tuesday. 


The suspension was subject to review by employees at 
a Mass meeting next Sunday [4 February], he added. 


The government has met union demands to guarantee 
employees can gather safely. 


Normal Services Restored in Most Major 
Swaziland Centers 


MB2901203996 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane city roared back 
to life today, following a week long mass stayway 
called by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions, 
SFTU. All businesses saw a semblance of normalcy. 
This follows King Mswati III's order for workers to go 
back to work, and the deployment of security forces 
in the city and other major cities and towns. Banks, 
shops, furniture stores, garages, government offices, and 
businesses were running at normal capacity, and city 
streets were unusually busy as people rushed to secure 
services and goods that they desperately lacked the past 
week. Electricity outages briefly struck during the day 
on Allister Miller Street, and on Prestige and Park View 
flats during the day. Movie houses were already in full 
swing following the return of electricity in the city. 
The key word today on everyone's lips was back to 
normalcy. [passage omitted] 


Banks in the country were today providing full service 
to the public with a large turn up of employees. The 
deputy manager of the Stanbic Bank, Mr. (Calvin 
Knox), said all branches of the Stanbic Bank were 
open this morning with a full turn up of employees. 
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Speaking on behalf of the managing director of the 
Standard Bank, Mr. Nathi Diamini, said all branches 
were open and also that it was business as usual. Mr. 
Joe Ndlangamandla of the Swaziland Building Society 
said customers were able to get their money from 
all of the Building Society's branches in the country. 
The managing director of Barclays Bank, Mr. W.G. 


Operational, only the branch at Simunye was closed. 
He said the reason was that the Simunye Plaza was 
closed where the bank is situated, and the employees 
were unable to enter the bank. He said last Friday the 
Nhlanagano Bank was opened for a short time, but had 
to close because of threats received. Mr. Price further 
stated that [words indistinct] employees who did not 
turn up for work today because of a number of reasons, 
the bank will abide by the no work, no pay stand taken 
by the Swaziland Federation of Employers. He said in 
this case, they will not act as an individual bank, but 
will consult with other banks as an industry to take a 
stand. 


The principal of Waterford Kamhlaba school, Mr. Paul 
McDermott, says the school will not be opening for 
the remainder of this week. [passage omitted] He 
puted that in view of the continuing after-effects of 
the stayaway, preparations for the start cf the new 
academic ye2r are still under way. He said much 
essential maintenance work remains to be carried out. 
Mr. McDermott apologized to the students and their 
families for the disruption to the education program. He 
further assured them that no effort would spared to get 
back on schedule with the syllabus as soon as possible. 


[passage omitted] 


Mbabane city clerk, Mr. Gideon Mhlongo, says the 
council has started operating, and the garbage is being 
collected. He said collections started today adding that 
despite the council's warning to the public not to leave 
their garbage outside, but they did heed through that, 
forgetting that such smelis can cause some diseases. 


[passage omitted] 


In another note, Mr. Mhiongo said they have started 
repairing the potholes in town, but added that there are 
some problems, because it is too wet, and they cannot do 
permanent repairs due to the conditions of the weather. 


Striking Sugar, Timber Employees Return to Work 
MB3001061896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0543 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} MBABANE Jan 30 SAPA — 
Swaziland’s sugar and timber workers returned to plan- 
tations on Tuesday after an eight-day stayaway called 


FBIS-AFR-96-020 
3 January 1996 


to back political and other demands was suspended on 
Monday. 


Stafi at timber and sugar ranches contacted by SAPA 
said the situation was returning to normal early on 
Tuesday morning. The Swazilaiid Federation of Trade 
Unions on Monday suspended the damaging stayaway 
to allow negotiations with government on labour and 
political demands to go ahead. The suspension is subject 
to confirmation by workers who will hold a mass 
meeting on Sunday [4 February]. 


Swaziland: Protea, Lugogo, Ezu' wini Hotels Close 
Due to Stayaway 

MB3001080196 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 29 Jan 96 p 3 


{Report by Bongani Mdluli} 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Pigg’s Peak — The prestigious 
Protea Hotel in Pigg’s Peak has been closed. The hotel 
was indefinitely closed last week Monday in the wake of 
the current mass stayaway organised by the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 


Ever since its closure it has been losing about E50,000 
{emalangeni] a day. There are no guests in the hotel 
rooms and the workers have joined the mass stay-away. 


The }otel workers are mostly seen in demonstrations in 
the town (Pigg’s Peak) with other workers from among 
other companies like Swaziland Plantauon and Mond 
Forest. 


The closure of the hotel was confirmed over the 
weekend by the Deputy General Manager Roger Marun 
in an interview at the hotel. Mr Martin stated that the 
hotel has lost over E300,000 now. He said per day they 
are losing about E50,000. 


[A similar report in Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZI- 
LAND in English on 30 January on page 28 notes 
that “two of the country’s main hotels Lugogo Sun and 
Ezulwini Sun, under the Sun International group, were 
closed last week following a crippling mass stayaway. 
Only the Royal Swazi Sun remained open yesterday 
with less than 20 guests. Nhlangano Sun looked like a 
deserted shell with less than five guests.”! 


Swaziland: Postal, Electricity Workers Defied 
King’s Order To Work 

MB3001101296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 30 Jan 96 p 28 
{Report by Nkululeko Dlamini] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — Workers from ihe 
essential services of electricity supply, post and telecom- 


1s report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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munications (P and TC] services yesterday defied the 
King’s order to return to work. 


Although there was no electricity blackout or a major 
problem in telephone services, scores of people contin- 
ued to suffer the inconvenience of being unable to send 
or receive mail at post offices. 


A spokesman for the electricity workers union, Sipho 
Diamini, said it was resolved that workers should not go 
to work until the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTU) which called the strike decides otherwise. He 
did not want to elaborate. 


The stayaway was Called by SFTU last week Monday 
in a bid to force government to accede to 27 popular 
demands given to her by the organisation about three 
years ago. 


A spokesman for the P and TC John Mngomezulu, said 
he was not in a position to comment about the matter 
unless instructed to do so by management. In many post 
Offices the situation was hopeless for many who checked 
the mail, without any success. 


This was because mail-sorters are members of the postal 
union which is on stay-away. Not even a single postal 
service operated in the whole country. 


On telecommunications, damaged services were also 
not repaired or replaced. There is a couuitless list of 
subscribers who have lodged complaints with SPTC 
{Swaziland Post and Telecommunications Service] for 
service but such complaints cannot be entertained be- 
cause of the stay-away. 


Workers from the agro-industries and hotels also defied 
the order. These include the workers from the sugar belt 
and those dealing in forestry. 


Swaziland’s Matsapha Airport Resumes Operations 
29 Jan 

MB3001101396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 30 Jan 96 p 28 


(Report by Nkululeko Diamini} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Matsapha — Matsapha Inter- 
national Airport resumed operations yesterday follow- 
ing His Majesty's call to people to return to work. The 
King made the call over the weekend when dispersing 
regiments. 


The airport last operated normally on Monday [22 
January} last week when the stay-away cailed by the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) began. 


Yesterday, there were at least two flights controlled 
into and out of the airport. The Royal Swazi National 
Airways Fokker 100 jetted out for Harare and Lusaka, 
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respectively, at exactly 10:50 AM. It returned from the 
trip later in the afternoon without any difficulties. 


Another local small plane known as Centurion arrived 
from Virginia, Durban at 1:55 PM. A source at the 
control tower who preferred anonymity said operations 
are now back to normal. 


Despite the King’s order, however, some workers at 
big companies and corporations continued to stay-away 
yesterday. But in both cities of Mbabane and Manzini 
businesses operated normally. 


At the country’s biggest industrial site in Matsapha 
work resumed like there was never a crippling stay- 
away. Desperate job-seekers waited outside many of 
the industries in an attempt to secure jobs. Many of 
the people were not successful. 


Swaziland: Patrolling Soldiers Said Given Order 
To ‘Shoot To Kill’ 


MB3001 101896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 30 Jan 96 pp 1, 28 


[Report by Sifiso Cele] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabare — Following the 
King’s order on Saturday afternoon, most workers 
reported to their normal work stations yesterday amid 
heavy army presence in the capital. 


Virtually every corner had soldiers patrolling the streets, 
with banks, government offices, the Swazi Plaza, the 
Mall, the Industrial Sites at Sidvwashini and Sheffield 
Road heavily guarded. Resembling a typical military 
State, soldiers walked up and down the main street of 
Allister Miller, with special orders to “shoot to kill, 
anyone who causes trouble,” admitted one soldier. 


The soldier said they had been told that the stay- 
away was now beyond the capacity of the police. The 
soldier said they were told that the police had failed in 
their duties to control the stay-away, which effectively 
brought the country to a standstill for the whole of last 
week. But throughout the day, government seemed to 
have scored a psychological point over its arch rival, the 
Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU), which 
called for an indefinite national stayaway until the state 
accedes to 27 demands. 


A tactical move was played by government, when on 
Friday, it reduced the presence of security forces, in 
obvious portrayal of a picture of a calm capital. 


Many employees turned up at their work stations, with 
buses and mini-buses having returned to the road as 
promised. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


22 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Transport operations continued throughout the day with 
up and down buses resuming their normal schedule. 
Buses coming from Pigg’s Peak were until mid-day, 
being escorted by armed police. Late reports suggest 
that they abandoned the exercise, when they saw that 
the threat on buses seemed to exist only in the mind. 


Civilians poured into town to do shopping with most 
queuing at the banks to cash month end cheques while 
others came to pay their outstanding accounts. 


But the success in getting a good response yesterday, 
could also be attributed to the fact that the unions’ call 
to continue with the stayaway coincided with month end 
blues for the greater section of the public after a long 
festive season. 


Schools and colleges are all set to resume classes, hence 
many parents need money for the return of students to 
their various areas of learning. 


Another coinciding factor, is that many workers have 
still not received their January pay-cheques, at the same 
time many workers are caught between collecting their 
money and the uncertainty of keeping their jobs. 


Many shops opened for business with a few fixing 
damages to broken windows, like Smart Centre at the 
Swazi Plaza. 


The talk of the day was non other than the King's order 
to resume work. 


Swaziland: SFTU’s Nxumalo Says Military 
‘Forcing’ People To Work 

MB2901185196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{Interview with SFTU Assistant Secretary General Jab- 
ulane Nxumalo by Tom Porteous; place and date not 
given — recorded; from the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The order by King Mswati 
to Swaziland striking trade unionists to return to work 
today seems to have had a definite effect on the week- 
old dispute. The strike was called by the Federation of 
Trade Unions, the SFTU, to press their demands for 
a lifting of the ban on political parties and a return 
to a multiparty system, and at one stage, it brought 
Swaziland’s main cities to a halt because of action by 
electricity workers. [passage omitted] 


A further question now is whether the SFTU is going to 
formally call off their strike, but the unions are arguing 
that they still have a lot of support. Tom Porteous asked 
the Federation's Assistant Secretary General Jabulane 
Nxumalo if the strike was still on: 
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[Begin recording) [Nxumalo] The strike is going on in 
full blast, particularly where the most areas of economy 
matter, because Swaziland is an agro-economic indus- 
try. So, all the agricultural industries are standing still, 
the airport is still closed, and in town, yes there are 
some businesses going on, but no bank services ren- 
dered. People are going into the shops to buy food in 
large quantities and those shops have opened to get rid 
of the already spoiled foodstuff inside. 


[Porteous] Even so it does seem as though the statement 
by the king has had a pretty dramatic effect, specially 
since it is backed up with military force on the streets. 


[Nxumalo] There is so much intimidation put up by 
the military forces, because they have been going even 
to companies to order them to open. There were even 
forcing people from their yards to either go to work 
or stay inside the house. So, to a great extent, there is 
some effect because people still rally behind, we sull 
rally behind their majesties, because this has nothing to 
do with challenging the authority of the king, but it is 
just trying to depict the truth and fact to His Majesty 
that life is so bad out there. 


[Porteous] You sound as if you are very protective of 
the king himself, but at the same time what you really 
want to do is to strip away his power, isn’t it? 


{[Nxumalo]} Not at all, this has got nothing to do with 
the monarchy. We have got absolutely nothing to do 
with the monarchy, this is an industrial relations matter 
and going to table is what we have been doing. Only if 
and when the negotiations at table cannot yield, then we 
draw our withdraw our labor. Here their majesties have 
been intentionally drawn into the arena, those curtains 
around him have politicized the industrial relations 
arena. So, we are still very much protective of our king. 
We believe, as citizens and as taxpayers and nationals of 
the country that their majesties have to be above politics 
because these are the dirty games of politics. 


[Porteous] But if you put the king above politics, then 
you are effectively taking away his power. Isn't that 
really what you want? What are your demands? 


{[Nxumalo] Our demands are that the economic and 
social status of Swaziland should be the real one, 
because we are living in a very false situation here 
that Swaziland is peaceful. It is not peaceful, people 
are afraid, people are intimidated, are oppressed. 


[Porteous] It looks as if the authorities are determined 
to crash this strike, you say the strike is going on, 11 
looks as if we are heading for a major confrontation, 
especially since the military are out on the streets now 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-620 
3 January 1996 


[Nxumalo] | would not call it a confrontation, but we 
are heading for a sacrificial ceremony of some sort, 
because we have unarmed civilians that are going to be 
butchered by the Armed Forces for no apparent reason. 
You are having civilians that will be killed for a just 
cause. [end recording] 


Swazi Labor Minister Says SFTU Demand on 1973 
Decree ‘Ridiculous’ 

MB3001112296 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 30 Jan 96 p2 


[Report by Phesheya Vilakati] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Minister for Labour and Public 
Services Mr Albert Shabangu has described the demand 
by the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) 
for the revocation of the 1973 King’s Decree as ridicu- 
lous. 


In a statement yesterday, he said it was ridiculous 
that the SFTU should prese it that item so late in the 
day. Mr Shabangu said the decree does not affect the 
legal operations of workers and organisations. “It was 
therefore not clear why the SFTU should make that an 
agenda for workers,” he said. 


On the other hand, Minister Shabangu thanked all 
workers for returning to work as per His Majesty the 
King's order. He assured workers of peace and security 
in their operations following the King’s call. 


SFTU last week called for, among other things, the 
revocation of the 1973 King's Decree before it resumes 
negotiations with Government on the remainder of the 
popular 27 demands. The decree bans political parties 
in the Kingdom. 


SFTU also called for the revocation of the controversial 
Industrial Relations Bill which is now an act of Par- 
liament. The Bill became law on January 19, this year 
when it was signed by the King. 


Swaziland: Pudemo President Urges King To Heed 
Sanctions Threat 


MB3001101996 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 30 Jan 96 p 2 


[Report by Nhlanhla Zwane] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — His Majesty King 
Mswati [I] must take seriously the threat by international 
groups to impose sanctions on Swaziland. 


This was said by the president of the People’s United 
Democratic Movement (Pudemo), Mr Kislon Shongwe, 
in an interview yesterday. Mr Shongwe said in his 
speech to regiments over the weekend, the King said 
Swaziland would not be dictated to by “foreigners” who 
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are threatening to impose sancuons. Shongwe said if 
the King takes the threat for granted, the sanctions will 
be imposed and all His Majesty's subjects will suffer 
"inciuding the armed forces on which he now heavily 
depends”. 

Mr Shongwe said Swaziland is not an island and cannot 
do as she pleases because it is part and parcel of the 
international community. He also said his organisation 
was taken by surprise to hear the King’s response to the 
advice he allegedly received from foreign organisations, 
governments and even the local businessmen. 


"We had not expected him to say that he wou!dn’t listen 
to such advice particularly because Swaziland is not an 
island and cannot do as she pleases,” he said. 


Mr Shongwe also said His Majesty has made himself 
unaccessible to a significant section of his subjects 
because he has been made to believe that this section is 
against him. He said he further relies on secret cabals 
that surround him. 


"With specific reference to the meeting of the various 
organised formations which was held at the Convention 
Centre in November last year, His Majesty has been 
deceived and told that meeting conspired to overthrow 
him. Pudemo and even the other organisations which are 
in place have always fought for the King to be elevated 
to the status of constitutional monarch and above the 
dust of politics. 


"As a constitutional monarch he will not be subjected to 
public accountability, criticism and correction because 
the executive powers will be exercised by the people's 
government. Pudemo, in terms of its way forward 
and other policy documents which were forwarded io 
the King’s Office binds itself to peaceful negotiation 
process in the resolution of the problems of the country. 


“We have kept our commitment to peaceful transition 
to a democratic Swaziland but we and other organised 
formations have been continuously subjected to state 
violence,” he said. 


Swaziland: Mpumalanga Premier Reportedly Met 
King Mswati 26 Jan 

MB3001111696 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 30 Jan 96 p 2 


[Report by Thulani Mthethwa] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Premier of Mpumalanga 
Province, formerly KaNgwane Homeland in South 
Africa, Mr Matthew Phosa on Friday [26 Jan] night 
met His Majesty, King Mswati III and Her Majesty, the 
Indlovukazi (she elephant, referring to Queen Mother] 
regarding the week-long workers’ mass Stay-away. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The Premier, leading a three-man delegation including 
himself, held talks with their Majesties at Ludzidzini 
Royal Residence which lasted almost the whole night. 
The delegation included, Sneaker in the Mpumalanga 
Provincial Legislature, M: «.N. Sibandze and Mr 
Phosa’s spokesman, Mr Aupa Pilane. 


The talks were confirmed by source. both in the royal 
family and in the Premier’s Office. The sources revealed 
that the Premier exchanged views regarding the stay- 
away with their Majesties. 


The King’s Private Secretary, Mr Paul Shabangu re- 
ferred press enquiries to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
when contacted for comment about the visit. 


But Chief Protocol Officer in the ministry, Mr Mthunzi 
Diamini said he was not aware of the visit by the 
Mphumalanga Premier, while Counsellor in the South 
African High Commissioner's Offices, Mr Kingsley 
Sithole, when contacted said it was news to him that 
Mr Phosa was here. "I am not aware of such a visit.” 
Mr Sithole said. 


Swaziland: Paper Warns About Economic Damage 
of Strike 


MB2801162896 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND SUNDAY in English 28 Jan 96 pl 


(Editorial: "Prosperity or poverty — that's the choice") 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Three manufacturing giants in 
Matsapha are now seriously considering either moving 
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completely from Swaziland or reducing their operation 
here by more than half. 


Their payment in taxes to our government is well over 
ESO million (emalangeni) annually. 


If Labadzala (elders) and the unions can't sit down and 
make peace we WILL lose those three companies, the 
employment they offer and their taxes. 


One company that sells to over 18 African countries 
has already lost three of these countries because of last 
week's stay-away. Another company this very weekend 
moved vital equipment to South Africa. That will reduce 
their production by 75% never to return. 


The world of business is without emotion and of 
unforgiving. [sentence as published] A company that 
does not fulfil a contract to deliver goods gets not further 
business. Nothing else matters. 


Without money and jobs from the business sector 
Swaziland will return to a cattle-herding economy and 
the chance to improve the life of ourselves, our children 
and their children will have been lost. 


Urgent talks are necessary or else both sides will lose. 
Prosperity or poverty are the stark choices our ieaders 
have to choose from. 


— stad al Copying ond dacem 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Benin Religious Affairs and Dialogue Koffi, Leon Konan 

Beninese President Sogio Theatens To Rule by Edict =—_ Wi" the Opposition 

AB2601122096 Dakar PANA in English Minister of : 

1118 GMT 26 Jan 96 Foreign Affairs en, doe 

[By Ali Idrissou Toure] Imerior and National Integration Bombet, Emile Constant 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) Cotonou, Benin (PANA) — Defense N’Gatta, Bandama 

Benin President Nicephore Soglo threatened Thursday : 

(25 semnay) oueie g on —— television te ya eee Justice and Public Freedom Kouame, Fausua 

to imp t the state’s gener ; | 

structural adjustment programme (SAP-III), which has ; tS 

been postponed three times by parliament. Raw Materials Gauze, Guy Alain 

Speaking at the end of a meeting with employees at the —_— 

Soplo eaid she would be “cblieods eon oy  enenen). Economy and Finance N'Goran, Niamien 

“obliged to use anisms 

provided for by the institutions” if there (words indis-  _Pconomic Infrastructure Abdo, Bass 

tinct] “hindrance to the normal operation of the state”. Higher Education, Scientific Toure, Saliou 

Benin’s parliament has demanded that the government Lace and Technological 

renegotiate the terms of the structural adjustment pro- 

gramme with the World Bank. But Soglo has said this is National Education and Basic Kipre, Pierre 

a rejection" of the ay — has already been Training 

approved by the bank’s board. A decision taken by the 

bank cannot be put into question, he added. “Our coun- osteo aps Cae 

try needs ey toy and a budget to meet the 

challenges of 1996,” the president said. Secunty Kone, Gaston Ouassenan 

This programme has stirred differences between the Public Health Guikahue, Maurice Kakou 

wn lh hand, and the unions and stooen cat enon Fediin. Lemine 

Employmeat and Civil Service, Atsain, Achi 


Coie d’lvoire 


Ivorian President Bedie Signs Decree Appointing 
New Cabinet 


AB2601142096 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
1230 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{List of new government members read by Adolphe 

Kadio Djidji, secretary general to the government — 

live) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] At the insistence of the prime 

minister and head of government, the president of the 

Republic, Henri Konan Bedie, has signed a decree 
ting members of the government of the Republic. 

ore are the names of the new government team: 


Prime Miasster, Minsster of Duacaa, Dame! Kabian 
Planaing ead Industral 

Development 

Mimster of State for: 

Relauoas with Insututioas N’ Guetta, Ahoua Timothee 


Commerce 


Angoran, Ferdinand Kakou 


Housing, Living Conditions and 
Eavironment 


Tiapani, Albert Kacou 


Boni-Claverie, Damelie 


Culture 


Zaourou, Bernard Zadi 


Family and Women's Promotion 


Hepie, Alberune Gnanazan 


Youth Promoton and Civil Dou, Viami Bi 
Education 

Sports Guei, Robert 
Tournsm and Handicrafts Coulibaly, Lanane Gon 
Minster Delegate to the: 

Prime Mimster for Planing and Ahoua, Theophile Ndoli 
Industnal Development 

Mimister of Agnculture and Animal Ouattara, Amadou 
Resources for the Promouon of 

Young Farmers 

Minister of Economuc Infrastructure Ndaw, Safiatou 

for Energy and Transportation 


ph tte + fp Copying and dissemination 
is 
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Ivorian Prime Minister, World Bank Official 
Discuss Programs 

AB2701165996 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 

1230 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Just after the cabinet reshuffle, 
Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan got down to 
work, receiving officials from the Regional African 
Satellite Communication Organization and Olivier 
Lafoucarde, the World Bank representative in Cote 
d'Ivoire. Mr. Lafoucarde spoke to newsmen after the 
audience. 

(Begin Lafoucarde recording) The prime minister, 
whose mandate has been renewed, has just announced 
his government members, and I had the opportunity 
of discussing with him the state of relations between 
the World Bank and Cote d'Ivoire. As you know, 
the bank is actively participating in many programs, 
and the prime minister has confirmed the continuity 
of the programs according to the agreed economic 
development strategy. 


It is important for me to hear his views and for us 
to review the programs, some of which are under 
examination, while others are planned for the future. 
We will meet again in a month or six weeks in order to 
continue the traditional discussions. | am happy about 
the continuity, which is evident from the formation of 
a new government, including persons with whom we 
have been working for two years. 


The reappointment of ministers to the same posts is a 
confirmation, on the part of the Ivorian Government, 
of the continuity and acceleration of our discussions so 
far. On the World Bank side, there is a determination 
to intensify the process as much as possible. All this is 
happening in a climate of overtures, transparency, and 
mutual understanding, and I cannot help coming out of 
the meeting very satisfied. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Tribalism Behind Fresh Liberian Conflict; Faction 
Releases Civilians 


AB2601223796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the main threats to 
the peace process in Liberia would seem to be the 
continuing instability in the southeast of the country. 
It’s been very much a no-go area, with frequent clashes 
between Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia] and the Liberia Peace Council, LPC. 
Now, there are reports suggesting that there's a tribal 
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element to the fighting, with Krahns in conflict with 
Grebos. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this 


report: 


Military sources say the fighting has been going on for 
the past three months, but it has intensified in the past 
week around major towns on the main highway linking 
the north and southern parts of Grand Gedeh County. 
They say a team of investigators who returned from 
Grand Gedeh have reported that (Kanu Yakan), a major 
commercial center on the main highway linking Grand 
Gedeh to Maryland County has been destroyed in the 
fighting. The LPC is said to have set up a command post 
at Klepo, a major Grebo township, from where several 
massacres have been carried out in outlying villages. 
One source told me that homes have been damaged by 
rocket attacks and people have fled into the forest. 


It’s still not clear which side started this fresh round of 
fighting, but both the Peace Council and representatives 
of the Grebo ethnic group are pointing accusing fingers 
at each other. An LPC spokesman said today that 
fighters in the region have been attacked by Grebo 
tribesmen when they were seeking passage through the 
Grebo Region of southern Grand Gedeh to buy farm 
produce. However, in a petition to the ruling State 
Council, Grebos leaders in the capital have accused the 
LPC of the massacre of unarmed civilians. 


Meanwhile, Krahn rebels of Roosevelt Johnson's 
ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia] faction have set free some 3,000 civilians 
who were caught up in the recent clashes between 
African peacekeeping troops and ULIMO-J (ULIMO- 
Johnson] faction. 


Liberia: Taylor Says ECOMOG Role Needs Official 
Clarification 


AB2601225896 Paris AFP in English 
2137 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Monrovia, Jan 26 (AFP) — A 
Liberian faction leader Friday (26 January] warned the 
already delayed deployment of the African peacekeep- 
ing force, ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], could be 
“jeopardized” unless a document clarifying the force's 
role in Liberia was signed by the end of March. 


"If the government of Liberia is not favored in the 
signing of a Status of Forces agreement within the first 
quarter of 1996, it should not come as any surprise if 
deployment is jeopardized,” Charles Taylor, leader of 
the National Patriouc Front of Libena (NPFL) and co- 
president, said in a radio broadcast. 


is report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Under a peace accord signed by warring factions last 
August, ECOMOG troops were due to deploy across 
Liberia mid-December in order to disarm some 60,000 
fighters by mid-January. 


Taylor said the agreement should be signed by Liberia's 
transitional government and the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS), which sent the force 
here in 1990, six months after the NPFL launched a 
rebellion that plunged the west African country into an 
almost six-year long civil war. 


Originally conceived of as the ECOWAS Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group, the role of the mainly Nigerian force 
evolved over the course of the war, during which at least 
11 peace deals were signed and broken, and it became 
increasingly embroiled in the conflict itself. 


ECOMOG twice successfully fought back NPFL at- 
tempts to capture the capital, Monrovia. 


Some observers even considered the force to be another 
armed faction party to the war. 


"If the Status of Forces agreement had been signed, 
fighting would not have escalated in Tubmanburg,” 70 
kilometers (45 miles) north of Monrovia, said Taylor. 


At least 20 ECOMOG troops were killed over the New 
Year in clashes with an armed faction in the diamond- 
rich Tubmanburg area. 


Taylor also rebuked civilian co-president Oscar Quiah 
for joining political parties, religious leaders, human 
rights and civic groups in opposing the signing of the 
agreement. 


Quiah on Thursday said the signing would give the 
collective presidency, on which three warlords and three 
Civilians sit, power over the movements of ECOMOG. 


An amended draft of the agreement also gives the gov- 
ernment powers to arrest and court martial ECOMOG 
soldiers caught breaking Liberian laws, according to a 
Monrovia newspaper. 


ECOWAS was ready to sign an earlier draft but 
balked at the amended version, said the body's resident 
representative in Liberia, Victor Gbeho. 


“If any group wants to use the Status of Forces 
agreement as a legal means to provide confrontation 
against ECOMOG it will be making a reckless mistake 
and disservice to the nation and people,” Gbeho said. 
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Mali 
Mali: President Addresses Regional Counterparts 
on Niger Coup 


AB3001100796 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The democratic world is still 
shocked after last weekend's military coup perpetrated 
against Niger President Mahamane Ousmane’s regime. 
However, the military junta led by Colonel Ibrahim 
Barre Mainassara, does not seem very much disturbed 
by the series of condemnations. It has ruled out any 
possibility of returning power on a silver platter to 
the country’s authorities. Niger's new strong man, 
Mainassara, has stated, however, that he is prepared to 
reestablish all the country's institutions, starting with 
the appointment of a new prime minister. According to 
him, the new prime minister must meet the criteria of 
competence, experience, and credibility. 


However, President Alpha Oumar Konare does find 
these pronouncements reasssuring. He is deeply con- 
cerned about the situation in Niger and anxious for 
the return of constitutional order in that country. For 
this reason, President Konare has addressed messages to 
some of his counterparts. He has thus addressed the fol- 
lowing message to Burkina Faso President Blaise Com- 
paore, the current West African Economic and Monetary 
Union chairman, and to Ghanaian President Jerry Rawl- 
ings, current chairman of the Economic Community of 
West African States: 


In the face of all the risks connected with the conquest 
of power by force, it is appropriate that the two 
Organizations institute the necessary contacts with the 
authors of the military coup to ensure the rapid return 
to republican legality, and the continuation of the 
democratic process in Niger. 


In another message to Beninese President Nicephore 
Soglo, chairman of the Francophone heads of state 
and government conference, President Konare recalled 
the decisions reached at the sixth francophone summit 
denouncing the conquest of power by force, and further 
stressed that it is mandatory to place the authors of the 
military coup before their responsibility, and to invite 
them to restore republican order. 


Finally, in a message to OAU Secretary General Salim 
Ahmed Salim, President Alpha Oumar Konare contends 
that in view of the dangers threatening the democratic 
process in the continent, it is crucial to adopt all neces- 
sary measures to ensure the rapid return of Republican 
order in Niger. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination] 
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Mali: Parliament Condemns \iver Coup, Urges 
Civilian Rule 

AB3001 104896 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Malian National Assembly 
has also added its voice to the chain of reactions to the 
27 January military coup d'etat in Niger. In a statement 
to our radio, the Malian Parliament affirmed: It is 
with consternation that the National Assembly Bureau 
learned about the disruption of the democratic process in 
Niger and the arrest of the legitimate authorities as well 
as the dissolution of the government and the National 
Assembly, and the disbandment of political parties. 


The National Assembly Bureau, convinced that demo- 
cratic change in power banishes the recourse to vio- 
lence, notably the use of arms instead of the ballot box, 
totally condemns the coup d'etat that has taken place 
in Niger. The Malian National Assembly Bureau calls 
for the restoration of the confiscated democratic free- 
doms, and appeals to democrats from all countries to get 
mobilized to ensure the return of power to that coun- 
try’s legitimate authorities, and the resumption of the 
democratic process which is the only way to guarantee 
Africa’s harmonious development. 


Niger 


Niger Expected To Suffer ‘Heavy’ Impact on 
Foreign Aid From Coup 

AB2901171596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Foreign diplomats and aid 
workers in Niger have had their first chance today to 
meet the military head of state, Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara, who seized power in a coup on Saturday 
(27 January}. One of the first acts of his new National 
Salvation Council was to arrest President Mahamane 
Ousmane, and the prime minister, Amadou Hama, and 
the Constitution has also been suspended, but the coup 
has also provoked hostile reaction from abroad. The 
United States is thinking about suspending aid to Niger, 
and France has already done so. On the line to Niamey, 
Josephine Hazely asked our reporter, Christine Assiseh, 
what Col. Mainassara had had to say at today’s meeting: 


(Begin recording] [Assiseh] He once more explained the 
reasons why he did the coup on Saturday (27 January]. 
He said that they discovered a situation whereby the 
president's coalition was about to dissolve Parliament, 
and the prime minister's party was about to dissolve 
the party of the president — the CDS [Democratic and 
Social Convention] — a situation which he found could 
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lead to a civil war. He said this was the moment when 
he saw the need to intervene. 


(Hazely] What did the people in the audience say? 


(Assiseh} It was a rather one-sided meeting. It was like 
in a theater. He was with some members of the National 
Salvation Council. He was sitting on the stage, and 
all the representatives were sitting in the chairs at the 
bottom, and really none of them asked any questions. 


{Hazely) So, what could you deduce by the atmosphere 
at the meeting? 


[Assiseh}] Well, what I know from some of the people 
who attended the meeting....[pauses] They had the 
impression that Col. Mainassara was very nervous, and 
that he was begging them to continue to support Niger, 
but that he was very well aware of the fact that normally, 
the donor countries do not cooperate very well with 
military regimes. 


{Hazely] And of course, the United States and France 
have withdrawn aid? 


[Assiseh] Well, the French have actually suspended, but 
it’s not very clear at the moment whether they have 
withdrawn or just suspended. I mean, if you see the 
number of French interventions here in Niger, it’s really 
very heavy. It's not easy to withdraw this in one go, and 
at the moment there is a meeting of the foreign ministers 
going on in Brussels, and they are trying to thrash out 
the common position of the European countries ioward 
Niger. So, for the meantime, it’s not very clear what the 
French mean by having suspended their aid. 


[Hazely] Whether it is suspension or withdrawal, what 
impact will such an action have on the general economic 
situation and life of the people? 


[Assiseh} It’s going to have a very great impact. The 
most important thing that was to be signed is the 
Structural adjustment program that was just thrashed 
out by a team coming from the IMF and the World 
Bank here to Niger. Also, today was the due date for a 
payment by a French private bank. This money has been 
stopped. This was an amount of 3 billion CFA (francs) 
and so on. The impact is going to be very, very heavy. 


{Hazely) And what is the situation on the streets today? 


[Assiseh] In some areas of Niamey, if you didn't know 
that there had been a coup, you would (?never) see any 
sign of it, but there are soldiers at the main junctions 
and especially around the Presidential Palace. There is 
still no way you can pass or have a look inside the 
Presidential Palace, which is said to have been rather 
destroyed. [end recording] 
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European Union Suspends Aid to Niger for Six 
Moaths 


AB2901203996 Paris AFP in French 
2003 GMT 29 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Brussels, 29 Jan (AFP) — The 
European Union today decided to suspend its economic 
aid to Niger for six months following the coup d'etat, 
it was learned from a diplomatic sov-ce. The decision 
was made following a request from France through the 
European Union Foreign Affairs Ministerial Council 
meeting in Brussels. The 15 countries “regret” the coup 
d’etat, and ask for the release of prisoners held by the 
coupists. The suspension concerns all assistance through 
the Lome African-Carribean-Pacific Convention, as well 
as the aid to each member state. However, humanitarian 
aid will continue to be granted. 


Niger: Coup Leader Mainassara Addresses 
Diplomatic Corps 

AB2901175296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[Address by Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, chair- 
man of the Niger National Salvation Committee, to 
members of the diplomatic corps in Niamey on 29 Jan- 
uary — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] We hear from various radios, 
perhaps strong words condemning us, without even 
taking the time to observe us and to see all that we 
have undertaken by way of defending the interests of 
the Niger people. As soon as I made my statement, the 
minister of foreign affairs — who happened to be in 
Paris — was able to make telepnune contacts with the 
former prime minister, despite the steps we had taken, 
and the speaker of parliament — who are under house 
arrest at their residences — (telling them) to keep their 
cool. And, these two personalities — mind you, they 
have their personal interests to defend, since they want 
to keep power — continued to make contacts abroad, 
asking for steps to be taken speedily to oppose us so 
that we may give back power. You see, that was a way 
of attempting to (?intimidate) us. 


In (taking our action), we have committed ourselves to 
a variety of responsibilities. Personally, at this moment, 
I have assumed diverse functions and I do not think 
that I would have taken the initiative to commit myself 
in this matter had I not assessed the relevance and 
evaluated the correctness of our action. I would like 
witnesses of Niger's history and all those who are of 
goodwill (70 acknowledge) that there was institutional 
deadlock, a breakdown of dialogue among the various 
men at the top. I am referring here to the president, the 
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prime minister, and the speaker of parliament. Many 
quarters [words indistinct). 


Personally, | met the president at the time of the first 
crisis between the prime minister and himself, when the 
president was staying away from cabinet meetings. | 
also held further discussions with him (?in September), 
who had [words indistinct], and these discussions were 
held in the presence of witnesses — namely, the 
president’s private chief of staff and the commander of 
the gendarmerie. 


However, at the time the main concern of these person- 
alities was not to make concessions in the supreme in- 
terest of Niger, but rather who had (?more men up front 
to enable him to lay hands on the head of the other). At 
that time, I told the French ambassador, here present, 
that the Army had decided to remain strictly neutral in 
the matter. However, if on my part I was chosen by the 
new majority, it was in order that I be in the service 
of Niger — I am not a mercenary. I do my job consci- 
entiously. I care solely for Niger's interest. (7My aim 
was to get the prime minister and the president to work 
together.) 


My statements on the entire matter were based on 
Niger's interest. If you do not stand for Niger's interest, 
you do not commit yourself. If you do, even if it 
would mean sacrificing your life, you are forced to 
take the stand I took. I told the president that there 
had been several examples of presidents who should 
have behaved according to their oath of office, but who 
instead behaved according to party interests. That can 
spark discord. I told him this in the presence of his 
private chief of staff. I also had to hold several other 
discussions with him. I talked with him at the (?Armed 
Forces Training) School in France during his visit. I 
was able to see him when press reports of the first 
crisis came out, and I told him: Mr. President, can 
you (?explain) what you are planning to do — the 
dissolution of (?parliament) — because, as an observer 
of Niger's political scene, | find it rather difficult to 
understand what is going on. I told him somewhere 
along the line: When the (leadership) is divided, that 
is not to time to invite people to go to the polls. 


1 also know that there are several heads of state who 
met with the president to advise against (dissolving 
parliament), because Niger had more than just that to 
do. The country had other concerns. 


To everyone's surprise it was decided, I can even tell 
you a little story about your dean — who is no longer 
here — and who was received by the president. The 
president gave him some guarantees [words indistinct] 
and to everyone's surprise he nonetheless failed. He lost 
the elections, and did so in front of witnesses. He should 
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have assumed the consequences of his failure. (?He 
showed a lack of seriousness) and we as a people, we 
also lost in the process. (7We tried to be patient). Then, 
his daily behavior showed he was being manipulated by 
some political party leaders — and everybody knows 
them — notably, [name indistinct) Mr. Abdoulaye, who 
liked tu say that he could force the president to (resign). 
He did not have any choice, because he did not do 
a..ything as head of state, and he was going to be handed 
power not on a silver tray, but a gold tray. 


As for the prime minister, he did a remarkable job. 
Everybody acknowledges this fact. He began a reor- 
ganization with the help of his tezm. This act (?cannot 
be undertaken) without some concession and — in the 
highest interest of Niger — it was necessary to reach an 
agreement with the head of state. Had the head of state 
made some compromises we would not have faced the 
deadlock we have experienced in Niger. 


As for the speaker of the National Assembly, he also 
did not play by the rules of moderation, and as you 
know, in the past months he made some statements and 
the opposition was no longer an opposition. (7We had 
to explain this fact), and no later than 26 January, he 
sent a letter to the Supreme Court relating to Article 
44, to proclaim the incapacity of the president of 
the republic. You know that even if we take some 
constitutional measures, there are still some difficulues 
in implementing Article 44. 

The president of the republic, notwithstanding various 
statements made and stands adopted here and there, 
during the Democratic and Social Convention-Rahama 
{CDS} Congress, was asked not to run in the election. 
He refused to comply and got himself elected. The prime 
minister was there to (testify). The president was ready 
to pronounce the dissolution of the CDS. 


In addition, he also wanted to freeze the Constitution. 
He told me about it personally two days ago. However, 
the meeting which took place on 23 January was not a 
meeting at the national level. It only concerned some 
CDS officials, and during this meeting, modalities to 
dissolve the National Assembly were disclosed. 

If we decided to make our move, it was not to quench 
any ambition. We thought that it was our patriotic duty 
to move forward, since an understanding could not be 
reached at the level of the three leaders in order for 
them to safeguard social peace. We were heading for 


Can you imagine? After the dissolution of the National 
Assembly, the implementation of Article 44, can you 
imagine what would have happened? Each of the 
various political leaders benefit from the support of an 
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importani part of the people of this country. Some had 
already taken what they believed to be the necessary 
measures, and instructions had been given. We knew 
all about these schemes, thanks to the police force. Was 
it reasonable for us to remain idle and wait for tragedy 
to strike and then become (executioners) in order to 
reestablish order? That was our view of the situation. 


Prevention is better than cure. That is why we stepped 
up our action. And if we undertook this action during 
the day, it was solely to limit the danger and to prevent 
a bloodbath. Had we marched toward the presidenual 
palace at night, things would not have been that simple, 
when one thinks of all the things that are stocked at 
the presidency. There are weapons at the president's 
residence which the Niger Armed Forces did not have 
access to and which were kept there. 


I accompanied the president on his trips. I took part in 
the negotiations to obtain aid for equipment for the de- 
fense and security forces [words indistinct] came to Ni- 
amey, all the equipment was retrieved and stored at the 
presidency. There was no room left to ensure the mini- 
mum security measures that the situation required. Cer- 
tain categories of ammunition stored at the presidency 
were more than those held by the Niger Armed Forces. 
On average, there were between (715 and 16) weapons 
per guard duty. Meanwhile, nearly 3,800 weapons were 
stored for a special security bureau. That was not right. 


In the meantime, the customs services, the police, and 
the Gendarmerie were [words indistinct] to have just 
a few weapons to provide to those who are exposed 
to danger on the ground. Letters were written on the 
matter. The president was informed on the matter, but 
Clearly [words indistinct]. I will leave that aspect aside 
and say that [words indistinct] the action was limited 
to a minimum of [words indistinct]. Contrary to what 
some media organs have reported, I can assure you 
that, at this moment, five people are dead and around 
a dozen others are wounded, including the head of the 
presidential guard, who received slight shrapnel wounds 
and is receiving treatment, and who will very soon 
{words indistinct]. In view of the weapons that were 
used (words indistinct] the casualty list, which is not 
heavy. 


Whai I would like to stress is that you have been wit- 
nesses to Niger's political situation. In your discussions 
you also deplored the fact that the political situation was 
deadlocked among the various leaders. There were me- 
diatory missions to Niger. You all followed the events. 
A former Malian president and former Beninese Presi- 
dent Hubert Maga, as well as several other delegations. 
came here on a mediatory mission. All these people re- 
turned home disappointed. Niger's traditional rulers also 
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tried to mediate but where did that get us? Nowhere. 
Most Niger patriots also tried to mediate. 


However, faced with the deadlocked situation we had no 
other alternative. We had to find a solution. (?Recently), 
an (word indistinct] outgoing diplomat held a news 
conference. What conclusion did he come to? He 
spoke of the problems within the coalition government. 
Everyone was aware that there was a problem. We did 
not carry out this action to hold on to power [words 
indistinct) We did so as our patriotic duty. [Words 
indist.xct} We had observed what was going on. We 
did not carry out the action to interrupt the democratic 
process definitively and install (words indistinct] as 
some people are claiming. 


We noticed that there had been a mistake. We were 
heading toward a sort of impasse because the problem 
was becoming exacerbated and could lead to clashes. 
Measures had to be taken if only to carry out a sort of 
mopping up — the Constitution is flawed, the electoral 
law is (words indistinct]. Everybody is aware of that, 
because during the national conference some people 
formulated a customized Constitution because they did 
not expect to take the reins of power. The measures 
were taken to put a spoke in the wheel of the various 
leaders. 


What should we do? Cross our arms and see the 
situation degenerate into civil war? My answer is no. 
I wish to inform you that we are taking measures 
and having consultations. May all patriotic Nigerois 
and all parties be ready to support us so that we put 
Niger's interests first. | am aware that we need a new 
transitory phase, whatever the duration. For our part, 
we do not wish to cling to power. At the right time, as 
soon as all the necessary measures have been enforced 
and the conditions met, elections will be organized and 
democracy will be back on course. 


It has never been said that democracy can put up 
with laziness, laxness, and a certain mess. Excuse 
me for using the term, but that is the reality. No 
one was working. We seemed to be in a primary 
school’s recreation yard. I had occasion to say that to 
the president. One had the impression of dealing with 
children. [Words indistinct). 


I am conscious of the fact that the situation demanded 
it. These stubborn people, these leaders — I mean 
the president of the republic, the National Assembly 
speaker, and the prime minister — in the light of the 
positions they occupied, if they had been equal to the 
task we would not have found ourselves in this situation. 
We did not do it out of sheer pleasure. 
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If we left our barracks, [words indistinct], as I had 
occasion to say, the nation was in danger. All who 
claim to be of good faith, a keen observer of Niger's 
politics, is obliged to admit so. We should not be 
condemned without a judgment of our acts. Give us at 
least the time to assess the situation and make the first 
decisions, and then you can judge us. What is important 
is not the soldier or the person in uniform, because | 
know that people are allergic, especially at the present 
democratization period. 

The situation is there. Some considered Niger a demo- 
cratic laboratory while others were overjoyed, finding 
it extraordinary that Niger is experimenting with the 
first coexistance in Africa. Since then, what specific re- 
sults have we achieved? Salaries have not been paid, 
{words indistinct] leading to confrontations. [passage 
indistinct]. People should at least give us a certificate 
of good conduct for carrying out this democratization 
phase. In reality the institutions have not changed their 
methodology. We still have to carry out certain schemes 
in order to obtain the least concession or disbursement 
of funds. 


For democracy to work it was necessary for the various 
leaders to act as true leaders and for the international 
community to accept that they had to help us, to provide 
the necessary assistance — not to individuals but to the 
people of Niger. That is what is important. That is in 
a way why we have to defend our interests. [Words 
indistinct] 

When we held our national conference, [words indis- 
tinct] some people tried to claim the credit, saying that 
they were responsible for the advent of democracy. It 
must not be forgotten that if anyone had any merit it was 
certainly General Ali Saibou. We are witnesses. Let us 
confess that, contrary to advice and positions taken by 
the majority, he put the interests of the country first. 


This is to say that no one is important, even the 
institutions are not important, provided there is no 
bloodbath, provided peace reigns in Niger. He had this 
merit. 

We have all been sacrificed. If that could advance 
things, if many of them were of good faith, if they had 
matched their acts with their words, we would have been 
the first to rejoice, but what is the result? 


One cannot say that the situation is quite good in 
Niger. Of course, we were in a democracy, but the 
institutions were not functionning properly. Do you 
want the country to resort again to the same authorities 
who have just been removed and return them to power 
so that the impasse continues at the level of the three 
authorities? The answer is no. We simply deemed it 
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necessary to temporarily interrupt the process, adopt a 
detached attitude, make the necessary corrections, and 
set off on new bases. Of course, all this will be done 
in the Niger people's interest and exclusively in their 
intere.t. 

For the Armed Forces, the only important thing is to 
achieve this objective, and we are conscious of the 
justness of our act. To convince those who do not 
believe us, we will take the necessary steps to collect the 
correspondence sent to the Supreme Court, and those 
who so desire may contact the former prime minister 
who will confirm to them that (?there was a plan) to 
dissolve the Democratic and Social Convention-Rahama 
{CDS-Rahama], [words indistinct]. 


Concerning the president of the Republic, we took 
protective measures simply because he lived at his 
Official residence where there was a tense atmosphere, 
thus making it impossible for us to keep him in that 
area. We have put him in a safe place, and he is 
well treated; he is in contact with his family, he lacks 
nothing. His family has also left the official residence 
for their former residence. The president will soon join 
his family, because his wife is expecting a happy event. 


We did not carry out this act against the president of 
the Republic, the speaker of the National Assembly, or 
the prime minister. Some political parties want to make 
people believe that the act was directed only against 
the CDS-Rahama. The speaker and the prime minister 
live in their private residences and not in official 
residences. We have put them under house arrest. 
Despite the (steps taken), they have started speculating 
and meeting with personalities and even diplomats. 
They have even gone as far as having telephone 
contacts. We interrupted communications from 27 to 
28 January, and we reestablished them simply to prove 
our goodwill so that people do not interpret our act as 
a return of the former regime with all its implications, 
notably tough measures or constraints. 


We also left most of the party leaders free. I do not 
think that on 27 January we arrested Sanoussi Jackou, 
an official of the CDS-Rahama acting chairman, and 
other political party leaders. | personally met with them. 
They also drew the same conclusions as I have just done. 
They said we are with you and we are ready to help; we 
are aware that political parties are unable to rule Niger: 
they exist but they are of bad faith. I then said: As you 
have just made these rather reassuring statements, return 
home, but avoid making untimely statements. 


I also received a prefect who had also been picked up for 
interrogation. He came to my office and made the same 
statements. He just said: All the political parties should 
be treated equally, but ("he gave the assurance) that he 
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was ready to help us, too, to make his contribution. As 
far as I know, none of the members of the civil society 
or political party personalities actually blamed me or 
condemned our act. They rather welcomed it. However, 
as soon as they were released, the same officials who 
were shivering with fear when they were arrested, ran 
for microphones to talk nonsense, not to mention appeal 
for disturbances and all sort of things. That is why we 
were forced to take some steps. 


Certain politicians are also in the process of organizing 
meetings at their residence despite our statements. We 
Clearly stated that all meetings have been banned. There 
is a minimum of responsible behavior that politicians 
must follow. In any case, as | have said, we remain 
convinced of the rightness of the step we took. All we 
are asking, you who have witnessed these events, 1s 
for you io believe in our good faith, and to pive us 
time before judging us. We shall be the first to (ake the 
appropriate measures if we find out that the path we 
have taken will lead to a deadlock. We wil! also be the 
first to throw in the towel. 


As I said, we have not come to [words indisunct). 
There was an observation, and as responsible [words 
indistinct] and even if we remained somewhat neutral 
that does not mean that we are irresponsible. We 
could not sit idly by to watch what was happening. 
We have assumed our responsibility [words indisunct]. 
You who are our interlocutors should demonstrate 
some understanding, and analyze the situation with the 
greatest objectivity. You must admit that democracy did 
exist in Niger but that it did not change the lot of the 
majority of the people. During this month of fasting, 
salaries are unpaid, hardship abounds. We would have 
liked a situation that would have at least relieved the 
people. [Words indistinct} once some measures are 
taken in the interest of the Niger people. 


We do not attach any importance to [words indistinct}; 
we are just here temporanly. Maybe some people 
in our shoes would have acted the same way we 
did, so give us some time before judging us by our 
actions instead of taking actions to condemn us. We 
know that [words indistinct] of time. ‘9 this era of 
democratization our action could be sev: as a step 
backward. | understand you well. We never said that 
our action would be acclaimed. We have met, we have 
examined the situation, and we have said to ourselves 
that we have no other choice [words indistuunct] the proof 
that we did not come to hang onto power or to share 
posts as some others have done. 


This afternoon, | will hold a conference with the cadres. 
[Words indistinct] the Niger civil society, and we have 
qualified people [words indistinct] personalities who are 
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prepared to assist us. This afternoon [words indistinct] 
the prime minister who will set up a responsible gov- 
ernment made up of competent people, and there are 
many compewnt cadres here in Niger. We want compe- 
tent people, regardless of their political affiliations, and 
these people must pledge not to defend the interests of 
the parties they belong to [words indistinct] but to work 
for the interests of the Niger people. 


What I ask of you before I conclude my address is to be 
our advocates in your countries. Observe us during the 
forthcoming days. Establish contact with us as much as 
possible. I am entirely prepared to listen to you and to 
accept the advice and recommendations that you may 
have to offer in regard to our ideas. 


Your excellencies, those were the remarks | wanted to 
bring to your attention. 


Corresjondent Views Address by ‘New Strongman’ 
in Niger 

LD2901200896 Paris Radio France International 

in French 1830 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} [Announcer] Let us return to the 
situation in Niger. Our special correspondent in Niamey, 
Boniface Vignon, is on the line. Good evening Boniface. 


{Vignon] Good evening. 


[Announcer] You are going to tell us how things are 
this evening, two days after the coup. How are things 
in Niamey this evening, Boniface? 


{Vignon] After he met all the members of the diplomatic 
corps this morning, Colonel Barre, the new strongman 
of Niger, pursued his public relations exercise this 
afternoon before the cadres of his country. In the 
congress palace where bullet holes and the impact of 
shelling can still be seen on the facade — it is in this 
palace that the former president of the republic was 
arrested — Colonel Barre, wearing army fatigues, a 
green beret and with a Colt tucked into his belt, appeared 
surrounded by the members of the National Salvation 
Council. 


He announced from the start that the show of strength 
will not lead to the end of the democratic process. Its 
sole aim is to put an end to the pathetic war, | quote, 


waged by the politicians. 


He made another announcement: A national renewal 
forum [forum national du renouveau] will soon be 
convened. Its main brief will be to write a new 
constitution for the country. 


While he was at it, he made a pledge: No member of 
the military will be included in the future government. 
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After thunderous applause, he proceeded to give a quick 
profile of the future prime minister who, according to 
him, must be righteous and experienced. Described as a 
rare bird, he must also be proficient in economic matters. 


The meeting suddenly turned into a small-scale national 
conference when the [words indistinct] to conclude 
that this latest request from the new strongman is 
but political tactics, so that he can say —- should the 
government fail — that these very cadres suggested his 
name to him. 


Niger: Mainassara Addresses Nation on Reasons 
Behind Coup 

AB2901205496 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1900 GMT 29 Jan 96 


{Statement by Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, chair- 
man of the Niger National Salvation Council, on 29 Jan- 
uary in Niamey — live or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Armed Forces of Niger, by 
intervening in the national political life on 27 January 
1996, had no intention of putting an end to the ongoing 
democratic process, but to save the nation from the 
danger of deterioration that was threatening our country 
due to the crisis raging at the highest level of the state. 
Indeed, in order to save our democratic process, we had 
to (?make a decision) and the Armed Forces of Niger 
decided to (?face their responsibility). 


As you all know, the management of democratic power 
in our country has been submitted to strain due to 
the demagogic practices of our leaders and the various 
(?trade unions). Our people's expectations and hopes 
in the democratic era established in o'r country were 
crushed, leaving room for a fierce and pernicious 
struggle, which unfortunately plunged ow’ country into 
the impasse you are all aware of. That is why the 
Armed Forces of Niger, which has proved its republican 
character, and prompted by its sense of duty and a desire 
to defend the highest interest of the nation, could not 
remain indifferent in the face of such a situation. 


The CNS [National Salvation Council] could not stand 
idly by in the face of the personal wars being waged by 
poliucians who were only taking into account their self- 
ish interests, the deadlock within the nation’s economic 
life, which has suffered so much from the international 
financial embargo, the crisis within the abandoned Niger 
schools, the social problems experienced by state agents 
due to the non-payment of salaries, sanitation problems, 
the famine looming on the horizon, and the politization 
of the administration. 
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However, the CNS has no intention of remaining in 


power. Its objective is to give a new impulse to a country 
paralyzed by the quarrel raging between politicians. 


In line with the statement I made on 27 January 1996, 
the CNS will abide by the international agreements 
signed by our country. It will continue revamping public 
finances and the national economy with a view to 
concluding the accords signed with the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The CNS will 
consolidate the ongoing efforts in order to restore peace 
in the north of the country in line with the 24 April 
1995 peace accord, and will form a government headed 
by a prime minister in order to implement this program. 


As for the return to democratic «le, a national forum 
will soon be convened on democratic renewal and 
national unity. This forum, which will gather around 
10,000 representatives of the nation, will assess a 
revision of the Constitution, the electoral code, and 
a timetable for the elections in order to return to 
democratic rule. 

Ladies and gentlemen, these are the main topics | 
wanted to present to you in order for you to understand 
the reasons behind our action. I thank you. 


Paris Radio Interviews Niger Coup Leader on Plans 


LD3001142496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0730 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) On the third day after the 
coup d'etat in Niger, we know a little more about the 
intentions of the putschists. Speaking to our special 
correspondent yesterday, the leader of the junta gave 
a few details on how he envisages the future: 


(Begin Mainassara recording] The truly democratic 
regime which the National Salvation Committee seeks 
to establish does not just mean a return to civil life. This 
fegime must prepare itself, form itself, and establish 
itself, so it is not a matter of taking up the same tools, the 
same people, and beginning again, because that would 
result in a shambles once again. 


The national forum of which | spoke earlier must meet 
first of all, and it wiil be its task to make proposals not 
just on the new conditions for a return to democratic life, 
but also on the timetable for this process, and this forum 
will adapt in accordance with its own achievements and 
also in accordance with other requirements and other 
factors, no doubt. The public will be able to form an 
Opinion at leisure of how events are progressing, and, 
as you can observe, the National Salvation Committee is 
not in power cither to remain there or to do everything 
itself. kk will simply ensure that things proceed amid the 
best possible conditions and as quickly as possib'e. In 
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conclusion, | will tell you that the National Salvation 
Committee wants to democratize the democracy itself. 
{end recording} 


Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara was talking to Boni- 
face Vignon in Niamey. [passage omitted] 


On the regional front, there were further condemnations 
{of the coup], notably from Gabon, South Africa, 
Senegal, and the OAU in general, but contacts were 
not broken off, because the Entente Council (Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Niger, and Togo], as you 
must know, were reactivated. It just completed its first 
mission in Niamey. 

On his return from Niger, Ivorian Foreign Minister 
Amara Essy, one of the ministers of the Council's 
delegation, spoke to Francois Picard about his meeting 
with Colonel Barre Mainassara: 


[Begin Essy recording] He appeared quite sincere when 
he told us that he has no personal ambitions, that the 
prevailing circumstances forced him to act in this way, 
and that it was his wish to return to the barracks as soon 
as possible. He told us that he has neither the experience 
nor the qualifications necessary and that it is his wish 
to have a prime minister as soon as possible, a prime 
minister who is acceptable to all of civil society. 


One of the reasons given by the president [as heard] 
is the fact that many politicians started recruiting from 
within the army, and in view of this situation, he teared 
there might be a war within the army which could lead 
to civil war. [end recording] 


That was Ivorian Foreign Minister Amara Essy, who 
returned to Abidjan yesterday. [passage omitted] 


The toll of the victims of Saturday's putsch has now 
been given by official sources as six dead and around 30 
injured. I should add that further arrests have been made. 
Apparently, all the political authorities in the country 
have now been neutralized. 


Niger: Ex-Foreign Minister Interviewed, Plans To 
Return Home 


AB3001112096 London BRC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 30 Jan 96 


{From the “Network Africa” program; all sentences as 
heard] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Members of Niger's former 
government have been giving their first reactions to the 
military coup which deposed the country’s first demo- 
Cratically elected president, Mahamane Ousmane. Presi- 
dent Ousmane is still being detained, although there are 
rumors that he could be released soon. Meanwhile, the 
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new military leader, Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, 
has been telling foreign diplomats that the Army has no 
plan to hang onto power. Mohamed Bazoum was un- 
til Saturday (27 January] the country’s foreign minister. 
He was on a visit to France at the time of the coup. 
On the line to Paris, David Sted asked him how he had 
reacted to the news: 


(Begin recording) [Bazoum] It has been a surprise, but 
not surprised because they was a great crisis — a great 
institutional and political crisis — and it was possible 
that things be like this as had happened. And so it is 
a very bad thing for our democratic experience and for 
the future of our economical situation. 


[Sted] As you say, there was a political crisis. Do you 
think that your government was in some way to blame 
for allowing the circumstances that led to the coup? 


[Bazoum] No, I think that everybody had the responsi- 
bility in the situation, which (?enabled) the soldiers to 
do their coup. We had a constitution, but maybe was 
not what we might have in a situation like in Niger, 
because we have very little political culture. There has 
been some crisis, and the president (?relatively), I think, 
was [the one) who had the greatest responsibility. But 
I don’t think that soldier government, even if they say 
that are here not for a long time, should be the solution 
of the crisis the country knew. 


[Sted] Are you going to go back to Niger 
[Bazoum] There is no problem. I will go back to Niger. 
[Sted] And, will you work with the new leadership? 


[Bazoum] Maybe, but I don’t think.... [pauses] It will 
be very difficult. 


[Sted] Do you have a job now? 


{[Pazoum) [laughs] I don’t know, I don’t think [so]. No, 
no. [end recording] 


Niamey International Airport Reopens to Traffic 30 
Jan 

AB 3001122396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 

in French 1200 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have just learned that 
Niamey International Airport, which was closed to air 
traffic after the coup d'etat, has been reopened. Air 
flights are, therefore, authorized from 0800 to 2300. 
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Niger Rights Association Urges Early Return to 
Civilian Rule 


AB2901 143296 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[Statement by national bureau of the Niger Association 
for the Defense of Human Rights, issued in Niamey on 
29 January] 


{(FBIS Translated Text) At an extraordinary meeting 
held this morning, the national bureau of the Niger As- 
sociation for the Defense of Human Rights [ANDDH] 
reviewed the latest events in our country. The ANDDH 
recalled that it had drawn the government's attention 
on several occasions to the dangers of some of its acts, 
and to its irresponsible behavior in the management of 
the country to the detriment of the general interest. The 
ANDDH said this behavior led the country into an im- 
passe, calling for Army intervention. 


The ANDDH, which is attached to democratic princi- 
ples, the rule of law, and the respect for rights and basic 
freedoms, regrets that the coup d'etat leaves no alterna- 
live way out of this impasse. It invites the National Sal- 
vation Council to reestablish republican legality as early 
as possible, and calls for the release of all detained per- 
sons. 


Nigeria 


Compaore, Mandela Offer Facilities, Money To 
Topple Abacha 


AB2901222596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 29 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Burkina 
Faso has offered one of its military camps to the so- 
called National Democratic Coalition, NADECO, to 
facilitate its plans to overthrow the Federal Government 
by use of force. A report from Ouagadougou said 
President Blaise Compaore made the offer at a meeting 
with a NADECO delegation which comprised Professor 
Wole Soyinka and Prof. Shivers. 


According to the report, the Burkinabe leader accused 
the Federal Government of using oil to blackmail poor 
African countries for support. He claimed that his gov- 
ernment was not bothered because the oil needs of 
his country have been guaranteed by France. President 
Compaore also told the NADECO delegation that he 
had warned France against adopting a moderate and 
soft approach to the Nigerian problem. He then advised 
NADECO to step up pressure on French and German 
Governments to impose additional sanctions on Nigeria. 
President Compaore also accused the Federal Govern- 
ment of buying over Ghana, The Gambia, and Sierra 
Leone. 
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In another development, the South African Government 
has donated 2 million rands, the equivalent of $570,000, 
to both NADECO and its foreign associate, the National 
Liberation Council of Nigeria, NALICON. President 
Nelson Mandela made the donation during a meeting 
in Johannesburg with NADECO and NALICON dele- 
gation, led by Prof. Wole Soyinka. 


At the meeting, President Mandela promised his govern- 
ment’s continued assistance to the group, whose stated 
aim is the forceful removal of the current administration 
in Nigeria from power. Similarly, the African National 
Congress has given one of its buildings in Johannesburg 
to NADECO and NALICON for use as offices. 


German Eavoy in Nigeria Denies EU Approves of 
Abacha Program 

AB2701 131496 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The German ambassador to 
Nigeria today denied allegations that the European 
Union [EU] supports the three-year transition program 
of General Sani Abacha’s military junta. Rather, he 
called for an immediate return of the army to barracks. 
Here is correspondent Tunde Fatunde: 


(Begin Fatunde recording] Two days after the imposi- 
tion of an embargo on Nigerian oil by the mayor's of- 
fice of the Canadian town of Toronto, Great Britain has 
just withdrawn its financial and technical assistance to 
Gen. Sani Abacha’s country. This assistance, according 
to a senior officer of the British High Commission in 
Lagos, is valued at around $12 million, some 6 billion 
CFA francs. This sum — the diplomat, who decided to 
remain anonymous continues — was to serve an anti- 
pollution, industrial waste disposal drive, as well as the 
development of the forest region, the AIDS prevention 
program, and the fight against the propagation of hep- 
atitis. 

To show its disapproval of the flagrant human rights 
violations by the Nigerian military junta, Germany, 
acting through its embassy in Lagos, has just withdrawn 
from a rural water project valued at $74 million — 37 
billion CFA francs. 


In a related development, Belgium, Holland, and Eng- 
land have suspended 2,000 scholarships which they had 
previously earmarked for Nigerian researchers and aca- 
demics. According to a generally well-informed source, 
the 15 EU members are planning to apply a series of 
other sanctions against Nigeria's military junta unless 
all political detainees are freed by the end of March. 
[end recording] 
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Sudan Calls For Greater Cooperation With Nigeria 


AB2801165196 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sudan has called for 
greater Cooperation between her and Nigeria. The Su- 
danese ambassador to Nigeria, Dr. Ahmad Salih, made 
the call while speaking with newsmen in Abuja. He said 
that the two countries were experiencing interference in 
their internal affairs by some Western countries. The 
envoy said that his country plans to begin its transition 
program with local council elections in March this year. 


Dr. Salih stressed the need for inter-African disputes to 
be settled within the continent instead of referring them 
to international bodies. He advised against referring 
African problems to the United Nations unless the OAU 
could not resolve them. 


Nigerian Authorities Arrest Opposition Leader 
Fawehinmi 30 Jan 


AB3001093196 Paris AFP in French 
0859 GMT 30 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lagos, 30 Jan (AFP) — Advo- 
cate Gani Fawehinmi, leader of the radical opposition 
political group, the Natio~~! Conscience [NC], was ar- 
rested in Lagos today, NC officials disclosed. Nigerian 
security agents whisked him away from his home at 
dawn and took him to an unknown destination, they 
Stated. 


Chief Gani Fawehinmi, a human rights activ..: and 
opponent of the ruling military power, was scheduled 
to address a gathering at the University of Lagos this 
morning, and to present his transition program which 
provides for the withdrawal of the military from power 
in October 1998. The NC demands the “immediate” 
withdrawal of the military from power. 


Also today, the Federal High Court in Lagos is expected 
to resume hearing of a suit filed by Mr. Fawehinmi 
against the Nigerian head of state, General Sani Abacha, 
for executing an opposition leader, Mr. Ken Saro-Wiwa. 


Ogoni Official Assures Abuja Government of 
Reconciliation 


AB2701132496 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 26 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the Ogoni 
Association of Community Development Communites, 
CDC, in Rivers State, Mr. Jackson Ekeke, has assured 
the state and the Federal Government of reconciliation 
in Ogoniland. He led the committee members drawn 
from Kana, Gokana, and Tai districts of Tai Eleme local 
government areas to Governinent House, Port Harcourt, 
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for a meeting with the administrator, Lieutenant Colonel 
Dauda Komo. Correspondent Dagogo Issac reports: 


(Begin recording) (Isaac) The spokesman for the asso- 
ciation, Mr. Jackson Ekeke, said several meetings have 
been held with interest groups in an effort to achieve 
lasting peace in the area. He said that without peace 
and stability there will be no meaningful development. 
Mr. Ekeke enumerated the number of problems militat- 
ing against peace in Ogoniland. These include: 


(Ekeke] We need electricity and pipe-borne water for 
rapid development and healthy living. Two, reconstruc- 
tion of existing roads and opening new ones, especially 
those approved by government but forgotten or aban- 
doned. Three, equip and make functional the few hos- 
pitals and health centers in the area. 


{Isaac)] Responding, the state administrator, Lt. Col. 
Dauda Komo, called on the people of Ogoni to take their 
destiny in their own hands and not to be deceived by 
agents of destruction. Lt. Col. Komo said no responsi- 
ble leadership will gamble on the plight of its people for 
selfish ends. He said the abandonment of OMPADEC 
[Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development Commis- 
sion] projects was due to the chasing out of contractors 
by those he described as self- imposing Ogoni lead- 
ers, adding that what is required is a transparent and 
honest leadership. The administrator explained that the 
contractors were not only chased out, but projects com- 
pleted were also vandalized. Lt. Col. Komo commended 
the CDC chairman for discussing the problem of Ogoni 
with government: 


{[Komo] li they so care with deprivation [word indis- 
tinct] why not invest some of those things there in Ogo- 
niland? Why should everybody who cares about Ogoni 
and the Ogonis themseives, and why didn’t anybody 
bother to repatriate some of the monies that were used 
in the name of Ogoniland? [sentence as heard] Well, we 
have the account number and the address in London. It's 
not as simple as just saying fake [word indistinct]. Well, 
I will give you the documentation. 


{Isaac} On the forthcoming local government elections, 
the administrator told them to mobilize their people 
to elect honest leadership and not errand boys. (end 
recording] 


Nigeria: Central Bank Governor Reports Doubling 
of GDP Revenue 


AB2801223396 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 28 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Nigeria's domesuc economy 
grew by 2.2 percent last year. This is more than 
double the | percent growth recorded in 1994. The 
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governor of the Central Bank, Dr. Paul Ogwuma, gave 
the information in a message to an annual delegate 
conference in Abuja. Dr. Ogwuma said that, although 
the growth in gross domestic products in 1995 was 
higher than what was achieved the previous year, it 
was lower than the target of 4 percent set for last 
year. He attributed the growth to improved agricultural 
production. 


The Central Bank governor said, however, that the 
manufacturing capacity utilization declined in 1995 to 
27.1 percent from 30 percent in 1994. Dr. Ogwuma 
said that the economic improvement was countered by 
high consumer prices, which showed an inflation rate 
of about 80 percent. He recommended a combination 
of tighter monetary and fiscal policy, including policies 
that mitigate existing structural constraints, as measures 
necessary to reduce inflation. 


Sierra Leone 


Freetown Government Secretary Denies Nigerian 
Involvement in Coup 


/4B2601135596 Dakar PANA in English 
1156 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, Sierra Leone 
(PANA) — The secretary to Sierra Leone’s new military 
government, John Benjamin, has dismissed speculation 
that Nigeria had anything to do with the recent coup in 
his country. He told journalists in Freetown Thursday 
{25 January] it was baseless to accuse Nigeria of 
involvement in the January 16 bloodless coup that 
toppled Capt. Valentine Strasser and swept his former 
deputy, Brig. Julius Maada Bio, to power. 


Nigerian defence minister Brig. Gen. Fred Chijuka was 
the first to deny any Nigerian involvement in the palace 
coup, which he described as an internal issue for sierra 
Leone. 


Benjamin, who also served as secretary to the deposed 
Strasser regime, however, confirmed that Strasser’s de- 
Cision to vote against Nigeria in the last Commonwealth 
summit in Auckland, New Zealand, [words indistinct] 
former cabinet. He was quoted as saying “Nigeria has 
done so much for us and there was no justification for 
antagonising her.” [passage omitted] 


Five Thousand March in Freetown, Urge Shifting 
of Election Date 

AB2601 164996 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 26 Jan 96 

[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] A so-called peace march has 
taken place in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, 
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today. It is something of an embarrassment for the 
new government of Brigadier Maada Bio, which ousted 
Captain Strasser on Tuesday (16 January) last week. 
Since the coup, the RUF (Revolutionary United Front) 
rebels have announced a cease-fire and agreed to talks 
in principle, but have called for a postponement of the 
February 26 elections. The government might like to 
comply, but after promising to go ahead with the poll as 
planned, it could be seen as a loss of face and credibility 
for the authorities to delay the date. The trouble was, the 
marchers were calling for a postponement. There have 
been suggestions that it might have been a put-up job by 
the government, which has been busy distancing itself 
from the demonstration. From Freetown, Victor Sylver 
faxed this report: 


Most of the banners carried by the 5,000 peace marchers 
were careful not to link peace with elections. They 
included slogans like: “No more war, \ve want peace," 
and “Tell the international community we want to enjoy 
democracy in peace.” However, it was the t-shirts worn 
by the march organizers which carried the real message: 
"An end to war before elections,” they proclaimed. 


Loudspeakers have been out on the strects of Free- 
town for the past two days exhorting everyone to stop 
their usual activities and support the march. However, 
the tone of authority crashing through the loudspeakers 
prompted many to wonder whether the pres=nt govern- 
ment did not have a hand in the whole affair. 


It appears that Brig. Maada Bio's government are 
aware of this and are now steering clear of any 
action that might be interpreted as government attempts 
to orchestrate the peace march. The Department of 
Education has been repeatedly announcing on national 
radio that today is not a holiday, and that only a token 
group of 10 students from each secondary school could 
attend. The police have also warned all troublemakers 
to desist from harassing people going about their daily 
work. 


The march was organized by the relatively unknown 
Youth Coalition for Peace, who presented a seven-point 
resolution to be handed on to the president when the 
marchers reached State House. In it, they stated their 
concern for peace in the country. 


However, observers noted that the real motive behind 
the march was left until the penultimate point, where 
they demanded a new consultative conference to which 
the RUF should be invited, and that the date set for the 
elections should be shifted. 
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Sierra Leone: Candidates Register With Election 
Office 


AB2701 153896 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2200 GMT 26 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nominations for presidential 
candidates and their running mates for 13 political par- 
ties have been made at INEC [Interim National Electoral 
Commission) headquarters in Freetown. Nomination pa- 
pers for the National Republican Party, NRP, were not 
in by the close of proceedings, while an alliance for a 
common line between the National Democratic Alliance 
Party and the Coalitior for Progress Party has begun. 


The chairman of INEC, Dr. James Jonah, said that 
the turnout of party supporters was an overwhelming 
demonstration of the people’s quest to go to the polls 


on 26 February. 


Sierra Leone: Presidential Candidate — Coalition 
Still on Course 


AB2701213596 London BBC World Service 
in English !705 GMT 27 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Well, someone who put for- 
ward his presidential nomination is John Karefa-Smart 
of the United National People’s Party. A few weeks 
ago, he and the leaders of three other parties agreed to 
put forward just one candidate to better their chances of 
electoral success. On the line to Freetown, Richard Lee 
put it to Mr. Karefa-Smart that, as many suspected, this 
coalition has been very shortlived: 


[Begin recording) (Karefa-Smart] No, people misunder- 
stood the meaning of the coalition. We chose that word 
purposely. What we agreed to do was to try to get as 
many parties together as possible, because we were fac- 
ing a party which we all believed was supported by 
the government. Now, the nomination date was sprung 
upon us and these matters cannot be arranged in a hurry. 
So, we decided to go ahead anyway with our individual 
nomination. It is not true at all that our coalition has 
fallen apart. We are still continuing to work together. 


{Lee} You are not really working together. Every single 
party now has its own presidential candidate, each have 
their own list of parliamentary candidates, you are all 
definitely separate parties. 


(Karefa-Smart] We are only at the nomination stage, 
we've got four weeks ahead before votes are cast. 
Anything can happen before then. 


{Lee} So you are still considering choosing just one 
presidential candidate? 
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{Karefa-Smart] Well, we cannot do that now. That is 
where you are right, because we put in the nomination 
papers we cannot do that now, but we can... [pauses] 
There are all possibilities of arranging with the electoral 
commission as to how the votes are counted. 


(Lee) The electoral commission is not going to change 
its rules now. 


(Karefa-Smart] There are no rules set now. All they are 
supposed to do is count the votes and declare them, 
but if the participants agree that the votes of a certain 
candidate can be supplemented by votes from the other, 
they will have to do that. It is the voice of the people. 


[Lee] The electoral commission is not going to allow 
you, say, to certainly turn round and say: all my votes 
will go to Desmond Luke. It’s not going to allow that. 


{Karefa-Smart} Well, that’s what we are hoping to ask 
them. We do not know whether they will agree or not. 


[Lee] Isn‘t it a reality that all four of you in the coalition 
want to try your hand at running for the presidency, hope 
that you might be able to sneak it, but if you don’t you 
can try and get the votes from the other three and do it 
that way? 


{Karefa-Smart] I cannot answer that question, I can only 
speak for myself. 1 am not trying to sneak anything. 


[Lee] The fact is you couldn't come to an arrangement 
because all of you want to be president. 


{Karefa-Smart} No, I don’t think that’s the reason. We 
couldn't come to an arrangement because we did not 
have time to get that final discussion. I wish we had 
arrived at the point where we had agreed on a single 
presidential candidate. | am disappointed that we did 
not do so. [end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Cease-Fire Aiding Voter Registration 
Exercise 


AB2901114796 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 29 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The one-week cease-fire de- 
clared by the RUF [Revolutionary United Front} has 
made a major impact on the ongoing voter registra- 
tion exercise in the Kailahun and Kenema Districts. 
The [word indistinct] has quoted the elections officer, 
Kailahun District, Mr Usman Camara, as saying that 
the cease-fire has made it possiole for the voter regis- 
tration to be extended to the remaining four chiefdoms 
in the Kailahun District, previously considered unsafe. 
The four chiefdoms include Molemu, Matru, Jawe, and 
Upper Bambara. 


According to the elections officer, those chiefdoms were 
under persistent rebel attacks, which made it difficult for 
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registration to be carried out. Mr. Camara added that 
registration is now going on smoothly. He commended 
government troops of the 35th Battalion for providing 
security for the registrars, and said that the wish of 
the people is that the election will bring peace to the 
country. 


Meanwhile, in Kenema District itself, registrations are 
going on smoothly in Panguma in Lower Bambara 
Chiefdom which was deserted by registrars because of 
rebel attacks. Boajibu in the Simbaru Chiefdom is also 
said to be relatively calm. 


Freetown Paper Reperts Government, Rebels Begin 
Peace Talks 


AB2901102096 Paris AFP in English 
2244 GMT 28 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, 28 Jan (AFP) — 
Talks between Sierra Leone's military junta and rebels 
waging a five-year-old civil war began here over the 
weekend, according to the latest edition of a Freetown 
weekly newspaper. The report in Saturday's EXPO 
TIMES did not name the government representatives at 
the “closed door talks," but diplomats here said Sunday 
{28 January] that talks were being held at “some level." 


"Four important-looking guests escorted by high-level 
government officials were brought to a seaside hotel late 
Thursday,” one of the hotel's employees was quoted as 
Saying in the paper. Quoting "reliable military sources,” 
the paper said the four men were airlifted Thursday 
to defence headquarters in Freetown from Panguma in 
eastern Sierra Leone, where Foday Sankoh, leader of the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), engaged in a civil 
war since March 1991, is reportedly based. 


Government officials Sunday said they “will not com- 
ment” on the report. Their reticence has been interpreted 
by some observers as an attempt not to jeopardise the 
negotiations. 


The paper said the RUF delegation comprised students 
of Njala University College (NUC), whose classes have 
just resumed in the capital after a year's closure due to 
rebel attacks on the college's campus in Moyumba, in 
southern Sierra Leone. Diplomats here say that the core 
of the RUF is made up of conscnpted NUC graduates, 
abducted during attacks throughout the country during 
vacation periods. 


"The (rebel) delegates said at the meeting that they were 
sent to spearhead peace talks because of the RUF's 


struggle for democracy,” the paper reported. 


Less than a week after junta leader Captain Valentine 
Strasser was overthrown by his colleagues on January 
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posed on peace talks, and the new junta leadership, 


The delegates also “assured the government that the war 
is ended if there is a sincerity about negotiating peace 
and agrees to defer the elections for the time being,” 
according to the paper. 


Last Tuesday the RUF called a ceasefire in the conflict 
that has killed more than 10,000 people and ruined this 
west African country. Since then no attack has been 
reported on either civilian or military targets in any 
part of the country. Although due to expire Wednesday, 
the ceasefire is likely to be extended, observers said. 
(passage omitted) 


The delegates "also informed (Bio) that Foday Sankoh is 
not interested in a central government post but prefers to 
head a council of all paramount chiefs,” the paper went 
on. Political commentators say this claim contradicts 
earlier statements attributed to Sankoh suggesting he 
wants nothing short of the presidency. (passage omitted) 


RUF Rebels in Sierra Leone Break Cease-Fire, 
Attack Villages in South 


AB2901 185496 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Jan % 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The unilateral cease-fire de- 
clared by the RUF (Revolutionary United Pront) rebels 
in Sierra Leone last Tuesday (23 January] has been bro- 
ken for the first time. It was supposed to last for a week, 
and there was growing optimism that the success of the 
truce would lead to talks between the rebels and the 
Sierra Leone Government. But tonight, evidence has 
emerged of bloody rebel attacks on three village: in the 
southern province. Our correspondent, Alhassan Sillah, 
reports from Bo. 


(Begin Sillah recording) The weekend incidents which 
happened in the towns of Gichun and Patema in the 
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Bo District yesterday left one man dead and several 
others, including two local hunters, wounded, and are 
now admitted at the government hospital here in Bo. 


According to one of the wounded victims, Ibrahim Wai, 
a large number of men in military combat (fatigues), 
who later identified themselves as RUF rebels, attacked 
the town of Patema early yesterday morning, killed one 
person, and later gathered all the residents and ordered 
the young men to carry property which they had looted 
to a nearby village. 


Following this, Wai explained, 12 of them, including 
himself, who had (accompanied) the marauders were 
ordered to be shot by the commando, who afterward 
reordered his men to instead (?decapitate) them with 
cutlasses. All 12 of them, he said, were then pounced 
upon and butchered, including a 10-year-old boy, upon 
whose mutilated right arm doctors continue to battle so 
that it remains part of his body. All those now in hospital 
were chopped in the back and limbs, and one man had 
his nose partly chopped off. 


In a similar attack on (Tiama Town) in the Moyamba 
District, the rebels (?heinously violated) a farmer, Mar- 
tin Nyao, in the waist. Nyao told reporters at his bed- 
side that the rebels (?rained) blows on him with cud- 
gels when he failed to answer to their queries as to the 
whereabouts of new military bases in the area. 


Meanwhile, a steady (word indistinct] of people, includ- 
ing military personnel, have been visiting the govern- 
ment hospital here to have a glimpse of the vicums, but 
the brigade high commander has still not officially com- 
mented on the developments. In the meantime, these de- 
velopments have left a bitter taste in the mouth of many 
people here, who were already hopeful that the cur- 
rent cease-fire was beginning to have a positive impact. 
Civilians who were already heading for their homes in 
these areas are reported to be pulling back in large num- 
bers. [end recording] 
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